























































a on 











’ 


ool Gimmes 


Copyright, 1920, by The Sanday School Times Co, Eatered at the post-office at Philadelphia as second-class matter. 





Published weekly by The Sunday School 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Phila., Pa. 


Philadelphia, July 17, 1920 


Vol. Sixty-two, No 2 


$2.00 a year; in clubs, $r.5e 
See page 398 





Lesson for August I in this Issue 


Notes on Open Letters:. 
Ma 





Lawrance Recovering.......0...-:.s-seseeesees 390 
Does the Second Commandment Forbid Sculpture? 390 
Redemption Reflected in a Babylonian Tablet!........ 30" 
Shall He Go in for College Dramatics? By J. A. 
PMOUEG,  CEMIOWOR «cdc cd ccscensesccdvocscadncovegesntqoobstes 302 
General Lesson Helps............s0+0++ peesenr PEM ++ 00-393°397 
The Young People’s Prayer-Mecting. By Paul Rader.. 397 
Clldren at Home. o.......ccccccccccsccreeeseses senesenebts 
For Family Worship............s.e0++- Aaveceecacagoccstcuae ae 
we 
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Early Leaders and Kings of Israel 
1. July 4.—David in Camp and Court.1 Samuel 17:1 to 18:9 
a. July 11.—Jonathan’ Befriends David ......... 1 Samuel 20 
3. July 18—David Spares Saul’s Life ......... t Samuel 26 
4. July 253.—David Succeeds Saul as King 
2 Samuel 2: 1-7; § : 1-5 
& August 1.—David Brings the Ark to Jerusalem 
2 Samuel 6 : 1-19; Psalm 24 : 7-10 
6. August 8—The Kingly Kindness of David 
2 Samuel 8:15; 9: 1-13 
7. August 15.—The Sins and Sorrows.of David 
2 Samuel 12:9, 10; 18 31-15 
8 August 22—A Prayer for Pardon ...... Psalm 51 : 1-17 
9. August 29.—Beginnings of Solomon’s Reign 
1 Kings 1:1 to 3:15 
xo. September 5.—The Building of the Temple 
1 Kings 5:1 to™3 : 66 
ar. September 12.—The Glory of Solomon’s Reign 
1 Kings 10 : 1-13, 23-25 
22. September 19.—Evils of Intemperance (Temperance 
RN. As vcs nkdancdagse acknn teben Proverbs 23 : 19-21, 29°35 
13. September 26.—Review: Saul, David, and Solomon 
Compared. Selection for Reading: Psalm 72. 








6¢] UNHESITATINGLY turn to The Sunday School 

| Times for advice and information.”? So writes a 
Washington subscriber who has had the paper for 
many years. Good advertisers are finding that this 
spirit on the part of the readers of the paper means 
much to the advertisers. It is intended that the ad- 
vertisements shall be of real service to those who 
seek information about the meeting of various needs. 




















The Little Lamps of Men 


By Mary F. Richardson 


é¢¥ DO not need the sun,” I said, and built 
A little house within a wall, and then 
Got me some lights in readiness for night — 
The little lamps of men. 
Complacently, when day was but begun, 
I looked about and said, ‘I do not need the sun.”’ 


But one by one the little lamps of men 
Went out, and it was dark when day was done. 
Alone and frightened,—“‘Lord,”’ I cried, ** Forgive ! 
How shall I live without Thy shining sun?” 
A Voice of pardon came out of the night : 
“ Peace! I will be to thee an everlasting Light.” 








Breaking the Seals 


Man may think he has made sure of carrying 
out his purposes, but the seals that he puts upon his 
work are very fragile. As one has said; “Pilate, 
priests, and Pharisees made sure of the sealed tomb, 
and others have tried to make sure of a dead Jesus; 
but he lives.” When the finger of God touches the 
seal that man has affixed to any purposes. of, his that 
are contrary to what God intends to do, the mark 

man’s authority vanishes. Blindness, lameness, 
demoniacal possession, palsy, and even death itself 
had set their seal cae their victims; but when 
Christ’s power was released for the release of these 
victims, how swift and free was the change! Let 
those who to-day feel tied down, and. hemmed in, 
and hampered, and almost smothered by the cotis 
ditions under which their lives seem to be held by 


the authority of circumstance, know that there is 
nothing so authoritative as God’s loving purposes 
fer them that await their acceptance. 


a 
Resignation or Delight? 


_ It is not resignation to God’s will, but delight in 
his- will that t to mark the life o€ the Christian. 
To be “resigned” to God’s will is very likely to in- 
dicate a lingering desire for our own will. There jis 
no joy in-the thought that what God has planned 
for us had better be accepted with equanimity, and 
almost as if it were a second best, when we find that 
a wish of our own is not going to be granted. What 
did our Lord mean when he spoke of his own joy? 
“It was his delight, his unfailing, unceasing, unbroken 
delight, to do his Father’s will,” says G. H. C. Mac- 
gregor. “If the Father’s will brought him into sor- 
row, then it turned the very sorrow into joy.” Do 
we have any lingering shadow upon our joy when 
we see that we ought to do what God has clearly 
pointed out as his will, if it turns us away from a 
cherished purpose? . Until we can sing with the 
Psalmist, “I delight to do thy will, O my God,” we 
have not known what real joy means, 


Hx 


Inoculating for Sensitiveness 


Sensitiveness may be a long way of spelling 
“self.” An American visitor to a foreign land, one 
of the great nations of the earth, was in conversa- 
tion with a native of that country, who said to him: 
“You wifl notice, if you have not already done so, 
that one of our national characteristics is jealousy.” 
The visitor had observed the extreme sensitiveness 
of some of these new friends, the ease with which 
they took offense where none was intended, and at 
once he linked this with the national “characteristic.” 
For jealousy, which is just “self,” is indeed a root 


of sensitiveness. But are not these characteristics 
international rather than tational? Or more ac- 
curately, interhuman, for they are present wherever 
self is. The cure for this sensitiveness is sensitive- 
ness, For there is a sensitiveness that has not self 
for its spring, but God. Keenly sensitive to “eve 

touch of God, an abhorrence of every touch of evil, 
an instant response to every warning that God may 
be displeased at this word or thought or act — this 
is true sensitiveness. Our Lord Jesus was the per- 
fectly sensitive one. Even so let us reckon ourselves 
dead to every activity of self, and alive, keenly sen- 


sitive, to S 
Pd 
Those Questions ’ 


There is something far better than having all 
our questions about spiritual problems satisfactorily 
answered. Dr. A, J. Ramsey, whose question periods 
in the Victorious Life Conferences have brought such 
illumination and delight to puzzled souls, has made 
two suggestions that have helped many. It was a 

lad day for him, he said, when he discovered that 
e need not remember all that the Lord had taught 
him nor be able to answyr all the questions that came, 
for he had something better; he had the Teacher 
Himself to be with him all the time. The other sug- 
gestion is that while we may not be able to settte 
all the questions at this moment, we may get the 
uestioner settled at this moment. That is usually 
the real need of the puzzled one, to get the questioner 
settled. And that is just what the Lord, who himself 
is the answer to every question, is ready to do. If 
we will take him, we have his sure word that we shall 
know the teaching. Not many questions, then, but 
one question, is essential in order to have rest: will 
I take my hands off the management of my own life 
and then really believe that he is doing what he says 
he will do,—supply every need of mine, including 
every needful answer to my questions? 


The Power of Responding to Great Appeals 


the most satisfaction are those in which our 

response to great causes was at its highest. No 
one can ever recall. with pleasure or pride the sea- 
sons when nothing attracted or enlisted his interest. 
Our best days were those in which we were ¢on- 
stantly roused to new possibilities, and the mention 
of them was an incitement and joy. We wanted to 
have a part and, taking it, we found the task put 
as much life back into us as it ever took out. We 
liked to see things go forward, to hear of fresh 
enterprises which required work and planning and 
risk, Our response was almost instinctive. We felt 
that —_eee could be done if it needed to be done. 
And we all know that something is wrong when we 
have begun to feel differently. Is it just possible 
that to-day there are a good many who are realizing 
that they are somewhat annoyed by the frequency of 
the appeals, the new works’ which claim our atten- 
tion, while the magnitude of them makes them gasp 
a little and wonder: whether, after all that has been 
done, there ought now to be a little period of rest 
from it all? 

It is when we feel that spirit closing in over us 
that our lives are entering on the confines of an 
immensely important period, and what we decide is 
either very vital or very fatal. For when respon- 
siveness is done life is done. When we can no 
longer: be roused, and risk and spiritual adventure 
and change no longer cheer, when we only want to 
try what we know can be done, we have as good as 
given up. ~~? * = 

But the great-powers of the soul never keep their 
original condition’ without successive experiences in 
which we take mew thought about them and see 
that they have to be kept in condition, Gladstone 
found even his great zest for life waning in mid- 
career, and was reluctant to go on until he had 
mastered this phase. After that he took hold afresh, 
and both made ‘and responded ‘to great appeals 
until the end, and that is the ideal life. 

Nothing appals a really earnest life more than to 
detect in itself a growing lassitude toward the aims 


Tee times in life which we all remember with 


and causes which once drew out all its best spirit 
and endeavor. Perhaps he is a little bored now at 
hearing about these enterprises, and thinks he has 
served his apprenticeship in that kind of work; let 
some one else take care of it now. Its details 
become tiresome, and he begrudges the time that 
goes to them and would like to devote more time te 
on of his own which have lain a long time in the 
ackground. Where once the world’s needs were 
appeals at which his own spirit always took fire, he 
now feels that they are somewhat burdensome and 
uninspiring. If one realizes this he is apt to be smit- 
ten by a twinge of envy toward those who are stil 
enthusiastic over the old task and still want to go 
forward and  e fresh things. 

But what if, worst of all, the great central story 
of our life has begun to decline in interest? What 
if, instead of the old eagerness about the life of 
Christ a Christian now feels: that he knows. that 
pretty well and cannot expect very much that is 
new to dawn upon him, and is less curious to ex- 
plore it and put himself under his spell? Preach- 
ing, the church, the fellowship, the work,— perhaps 
he feels that there are certain periods in life when 
all those activities have their greatest power, but 
those days are gone.. Or does he find himself won- 
dering a bit how some people can keep up their in- 
terest as long as they do in missions and the Scrip- 
tures?. And though he may keep on in a sort of 
wooden faithfulness, yet he is aware that unless 
something happens his life is losing fts old bright 
glad affinity for great appeals. They are no longer 
great to him, no longer worth his best, “the prime 
and top of his affections.” : 

What shall any one do who feels this power of 
response declining? There are a few fundamental 
things which men have done in all ages to arrest 
this decline and turn it into an ascent. First of all, 
let such a one realize that if this attitude continues 
the future will hold less and less in store for him, 
that ‘life’s problems will grow heavier and darker. 
Try as he will, he can never get reconciled to a life 
from which the glow is gone. It is a matter of life 
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and death to have back again the glow which bright- 
ened all his best years. And it is meant that he 
should have it back. Out of sheer self-preservation 
he must re-conquer an interest in life, re-discover 
a purpose great enough to draw out his 

And also he must be frank with himself as to 
what it probably is that has brought him to this pass. 
Is it some lazy, evil, comfort-loving habit, which 
has slowly wound :tself around and around him 
until at last he is caught in it and hears all 
appeals only through the thick atmosphere of his 
own ease? It is likely to be that. Or was it per- 
haps some mistaken ambition which being defeated, 
and sroperly defeated, has left him no other to turn 
to? Whatever the misuse of life has been that has 
robbed it of its old promise and satisfaction, let us 
be downright and forthright with it, and have it out 
with ourselves. God loves an issue like this with a 
soul. Talk as we will, and most of us talk salto- 
gether too much, about huge social problems, what 
makes the greatest difference in the world even yet 
is when any of us enters into this immemorial self- 
conflict in order to become a better Christian. 

“When the get begins within himself, 
A man’s worth something.” 


There are too many to-day who are laying all 
their ills and failures to paeeee and do not think 
of doing anything about it until a new social struc- 
ture has arisen. What they need is the old-fashioned 
inward personal fight for faith and character. To 
listen to a good many of our modern guides you 
would suppose that this discipline was obsolete, but 
we shall have a great deal better state of society 
when thousands of senuie get back to it. 

And then there is the oldest way of all, so old that 
some of us get very shy about recommending it — 
take it to the Lord in prayer. There are many gates 
into the Gospel country, 40d each nature has its own 
favorite one. When Joseph Parker ran over the 
Beatitudes he asked, “And what door can. I hope to 
go in by?” He doubted whether he could go in at 


the door offered to the meek, he feared the door of 
the pure in heart, he felt no great gift as a peace- 
maker, but he said there was one at which he could 
go in,—and that was the door for those who hun- 
righteousness. 


ger and thirst after That was 


eat ° 


, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES ..; ;. 





the godly out of temptation ” 
(2 Pet. 2: 9). a 2 
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his great want. He was tortured with the need of 





being better: And another lover ‘of: the Gospel said 
that somehow he loved best to see»j¢sus in contact 
with jaded lives who’ had little to live for, and put 
them in love with life once more. There is no mis- 
use which he cannot take and transform. He loves 
to set wandering feet and lives without a goal upon 
a solid refreshing purpose and speed them upon it, 
like the woman at the well. Zaccheus, to whom his 
fellow-men must have been.getting to be very unin- 
teresting as he went on year after year py oom | 
and robbing them, found them all of a sudden throug’ 

Christ’s presence a great new incentive. 

The Gospel incidents just give us so many hints 
of what kind of things we can take to the Lord in 
prayer, and the life that has become dead and apa- 
thetic and knows it has a need which appeals to the 
heart of the Saviour. He can give back the glow, 
he can prompt. again the self-discipline, he can 
direct the events which shall shape life back into 
its truer form, he can open in a man’s heart rivers 
of living water. He can make the dry and unloving 
begin to love once more. Once more he can make 
the heart answer back to the old appeals. And it is 
the wonder of the Christian life how many “once 
mores” there can be. Grace for grace, as John calls 
it, means that. life is a long series of “once mores.” 

Yes, it is wholly possible that again the great ap- 
peals shall be able to rouse us and enlist us. These 
activities which have become so uninteresting may 
assert all their former power. Our hearts may go 
out again to our fellows, to God’s great kingdom, 
to his church, and they may answer back heartily 
to the great appeals which always had something 
to do with our best days. 





Marion Lawrance Recovering 


For several months a great volume of prayer 
has been going up to Gad in behalf of Marion Law- 
rance, commander-in-chief of the Sunday-school 
army of the United States and Canada, representing 
more than 20,000,000 teachers and pupils. Mr. Law- 
rance has been critically ill at his home in Chicago. 
God has answered prayer for this Christian leader, 
and he is recovering. He wrote recently to a friend 
eoncerning his illness: 


“T was taken sick in February and went:to bed 
en the last day of that month. For twelve weeks 
I did not set my foot to the floor, but am improv- 

. ing now, though the improvement is very slow.. I 
am. entirely. recovered apparently from the pneu- 
monia and pleurisy, but a blood clot has formed 
in my left leg, and that is now giving me trouble. 
It is a sort of aftermath of the disease. I am 
going about the house in a ‘wheel-chair some, and 
am walking a little with a cane, but am not yet able 
to be at the office.” 


In a general message dated June 15 of- gratitude 
to his ‘host of sympathetic “friends, Mr. Lawrance 
says: 


Good Doctor Bailey used to say to me, “Lawrance, 
you’re a millionaire in your friends.” It is true. 
have known it all the while. But if I had had no 
other proof, the long sickness from which I am just 
recovering has afforded ample evidence. Yes, it is 
true; my friends are my riches, and yet how little 
I have done to merit their friendship—though I 
love them every one. 

My sickness has revealed many things to me about 
myself, some of which have been disappointing. 
Especially so has it been to realize that in my busy 
life I have not taken as much time as I should for 
that close fellowship with the Master which enriches 
one’s soul and daily life. And then there has often 
been a lack of those delicate courtesies and thought- 
ful kindnesses toward my associates and friends 
that help to sweeten and brighten the passing days. 

On the other hand, I have’ experienced during these 
shut-in days so many manifestations of God’s pa- 
tience and love, and so many expressions of affection 
from friends, far and near, that my heart has over- 
flowed with gladness and gratitude. 

Fifteen weeks of sickness, most of which was 
spent in convalescence, afford a fine opportunity for 
taking stock of one’s self. I thank God for it all, 
and trust, because of these experiences, the time re- 
maining to me by His grace may count for more 





than the years that.are gone. 
heartfelt thankfulness: 

To my associates in the International work,-. super- 
intendents and secretaries, faithful and beloved 
yoke-fellows, for their splendid and sympathetic 
loyalty and for carrying my work in addition to their 
own; 

To the officers and members of our Executive 
Committee for their thoughtful kindness shown in 
sO many ways; 

To that splendid army of .General Secretaries and 
their associates throughout. the. continent, and the 
Associations ‘they represent, for their brotherly mes- 
sages of love; 

To that other large circle of co-rades and friends, 
Christians all, in this and other’ lands, my pastor and 
members of my own church, not forgetting denomi- 
national officials, who have so generously expressed 
their solicitude and interest; 

To all—and how many there are of them — 
scores —including Associations, clubs, friends, and 
neighbors who have kept my room radiant and sweet 
with flowers. Those now before me represent three 
States, the bouquet just received Lexie | the mes- 
sage, “From the Negro Sunday-school Workers of 

est Virginia.” Hardly a single day has passed 


I wish to.express my 





How do you use the printed program in your church 
or Sunday-school hymn-book? Did you really know 
that your hyma- contained an Order of ice ? 
Nearly every one of the church and Sunday-school hymn- 
books contains these programs, but few churches and 
Sunday-schools follow them. -If you do not use them, 
what is your reason? As pastor or superintendent are 
you thoroughly: qualified to be music leader? If. not, 
what hel = you gecure in arranging the musical program 
for church or Sunday-school ? Are you drifting along, 
leaving the selection of hymns till the beginning of the 
Sunday-school? Perhaps you are preparing your own 
programs. If this is the case, how do you prepare them, 
not only for special days in the Sunday-school, but for 
the ordinary days ? 

A good many questions are asked ‘heré. But so far 
as they concern your church and Sunday-school, will you 
not answer them, and return an early reply to the Music 
Editor of The Sunday School Times, 1031 Walnut 
Street, xb 8 ah This will give ——— ys 
Opportunity of passing on your expériérice counsel to 
others who may be in need of it. ue 
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To that largest company of all whose written mes- 
sages have breathed thei sympathy and love, how I 
. oes all. It seem ed «to me that eve I 
ever w was i or 
pg ne fhe, pray ing me, and surely prayers 
Nor would I fail to mention in tenderest love thé 
t ter who has been with me cons * 
filling the days and many of the nights with her 
ams ee sunshine and loving ministries. God bless 
my Lois. 
_Nor mydear and only sister who is with us, now 
re nos abl years old, whose love and gentleness have 
e m 


e. 

Nor my “Beloved Physician,” Dr. Charles M. 
Bacon, whose personal interest has inspired me. I 
have told him I believed, he could inspire even a 
grindstone to do its best. 

These have been precious weeks, even with their 
suffering, and words fail me to express my t 
fulness to God for all they hawe meant to me. 

I must not close this too-long personal message 
without a word about our free. § The reorganiza- 
tion of our International Association and the "Ceodar 
School Council has just been effected by action of 
the two bodies at Buffalo, June 3-5. I trust we shall 
all do our utmost to make this reorganization effec- 
tive for, without a doubt, it means more for the 
advance of the great Sunday-school Movement and 
Religious Education than any action that has ever 
been taken. I rejoice to see this day. Let us make 
the most of it for the glory of God. 

With my heart’s affection to all who receive this 
message, | am yours in the work, 


MARION LAWRANCE, 
General Secretary. 
~< 


Does the Second Commandment 
Forbid Sculpture ? 


In the lesson helps recently, Dr. Thomas interprets 
Exodus 20:4, “Thou shalt not make unto thee a graven 
image,” as being no “prohibition of the art of sculp- 
ture.” I trust he will permit me to express regret that 
he thereby teaches that God did’ not mean what He 
commanded. The language is plain. ‘The words “unto 
thee” may suggest that God anticipated his later re- 
quirements for the brazen serpent and carved pome- 
granates which they were to make unto him. He did 
not allow them to preserve any of the sculpture, 
whether used for idolatry or not; but in Deuteronomy 
7:5 he ordered them to destroy it: “Ye shall... burn 
their graven images with fire.” 

The fact that the people of Israel entertained a toltr- 
ance .for statuary only during times of declension is 
further evidence that they believed the commandment 
prohibited sculpture, while its destruction in times of 
revival, and this occurring not once but many times, 
and the evidences of God’s favor upon its. overthrow, 
build up a very strong case. I think art has much of 
sin tc answer for, and we need to guard against destroy- 
ing the true meaning and force of the commandment 
merely to justify the .world’s custom of serving art 
and sculpture-—A Massachusetts Reader. 


The lesson on which Dr. Thomas was commenting 


was “The Ten Commandments,” and he said, “As - 


the First Commandment asserts the Divine unity 
against polytheism, so the Second declares his spir- 
ituality, against idolatry and materialism. There is 
_no prohibition of the arts of sculpture and painting, 
but only a4 warning against the worship of God under 
material forms (Exod. 25: 31-34; 1 Kings 6:18; 
Num. 21:9).” 

The letter from the Massachusetts Reader was sent 
to Dr. Thomas, 4nd his answer is here given: 

“I am sorry that we do not agree in our interpre- 
tation of the Second Commandment, but I hope you 
will allow me to say I do not think it is fair to 
maintain that I teach “that God did not mean what 
he commanded.” This, obviously, begs the whole 
question at issue, and I still maintain that the lan- 
guage does not in any sense of the word prohibit 
works of sculpture or painting, except so far 2s they 
are used’ for the purpose eof producing objects of 
worship. Verse 4, “Thou shalt not make unto thee a 
graven image,” must be taken in connection with 
verse 5, “Thou shalt not bow down thyself unto 
them”; otherwise, such decorations of the tabernacle 
as are mentioned, and also of the Cherubim and the 
brazen serpent itself, would have been impossible. 

“IT am well aware, of course, that-art has often 
been misused, but I am equally certain that in this, 
as in so many other cases, ‘abuse does not take away 
use.’ Nor do I believe it ¢an be proved that the 
people of: Israel tolerated statuary only during times 
of declension or that its destruction was always as- 
sociated with times -of revival, unless, of course, it 
is meant that this statuary was used in connection 
with idolatry and false worship, when, of course, the 
whole idea would be wrong. If your view is correct, 
we ought not to have’ any paintings or sculpture. 

“Everything that God has given, including the 
gifts of painting and sculpture, together with ex- 
pressions of art in music, is to be regarded as a trust 
from him. to be used for his glory, and it is only 
when sculpture, painting, music, or any other art is 
diverted to.base ends that it calls for utter destruc- 
trén.” 


JULY 17, 1920 
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Redemption Reflected in a Babylonian Tablet! 
Pr Goo feiss Melvin Grove Kole, DD. LL.D. Editor of The Sunday School Times’ Archeolses Denne mesented 


ment 








work in the Newburg Chair of Biblical Theology 

and Biblical Archeology in Xenia Theological 
Seminary, in 1914, I asked, “Can any one read John 
3:16 thus: ‘God so loved the world after Abraham 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that ‘whosoever 
even. in him might not perish, but have everlast- 
in i e’ ” 

heologically such a thing seemed impossible, “Ac- 
cording as he hath chosen us in him before the foun- 
dation of the world,” and knowing that Enoch prophe- 
sied of the second advent (Jude 14). Archeologically 
also there were already at that time indications that 
there was a more or less full revelation oi the divine 
scheme of redemption to the antediluvian world; 
that the promise to Eve was not the only revelation 
of redemption to that period of the world, Enoch 
not the only one who “walked with Ged,” and Noah 
not the only bg eoped of righteousness to the ante- 
diluvian world, but only the last one. 

It is.certain that whatever was known of the plan 
of redemption to Noah and his sons would go off 
along all lines of migration after the Flood and so 
probably leave traces of itself in mythology in many 
lands. Traces of such descent have been suspected 
for a long time in the mythology and poetry of 
Greece and Rome; more than suspected in the weird, 
suggestive myth of Osiris in Egypt, and the farther 
back in Sumerian or early Babylonian mythology re- 
search has been able to penetrate the more remark- 
able have become indications of the Messianic hope. 

True, in all these lands, far along these various 
lines of migration after the Flood, the Hope has been 
horribly mixed with polytheistic myths, yet the Hope 
still appears. 

So I felt as early as 1914 that sooner or later more 
complete information of early Babylonian mythology 
pointing back to antediluvian revelation would come 
to light. But certainly no one could have anticipated 
the startling way in which it would appear as it is 
now seen.in the following sensational 


“Adumbration of the Christian Scheme of 
> Redemption,” 
for the facts of which I am indebted to the distin- 
guished cuneiform scholar, Professor George A. Bar- 
ton, of Bryn: Mawr, Pa. His account of the tablet, 
and a translation of the most important parts of the 
inscription follow, in Professor Barton’s own words: 


[* MY inaugural address when entering upon my 


“Scholars have long desired to recover~the sixth 
tablet of the Babylonian Creation Epic. A broken 
tablet in the British Museum gave us about ten lines 
of it—just enough so that we knew that it told of 
the creation of man — but the rest had not been re- 
covered. At last the precious document has come 
to light, and its contents are most surprising. It tells 
not only of the creation of man from_the blood of 
the god Kingu, but of the Garden of Eden, the fall, 
and the recreation of man (or rather the creation 
of a new man) by the death of a god. 

“The tablet was found at the site of the city of 
Ashur by Andrae, who has been excavating there 
since 1902. It was published in 1919 by Dr. Erich 
Ebeling in his Keilschrifttexte aus Assur, Religious 
Inhalts, but the volume of texts containing it did not 
reach this country until May of the present year. 
The script in which it is written is that of the era 
of Ashurnasirpal and Shalmaneser III, 885-824 B. C. 

“The creation of man, described in lines 1 to 32, 
is said to have been on this wise: Blood was taken 
from Kingu, the rebellious god, the husband of 
the Dragon Tiamat, and from this man was made. 
Thus the Babylonians expressed their conception of 
man’s kinship to God. Genesis 1:26, 27 says rather 
that God made man in God’s image. Man is 
said to have been created in order to ‘satisfy,’ or 
‘give rest to’ the gods. This was accomplished by 

-man’s building temples for the gods and offering 
ef sacrifices—thus providing them shelter and 
ood. 

“Lines 33 to 69 describe the establishment of Eden. 
Man was placed on the earth, and twenty spirits were 
stationed above and below so that he should not 
escape. These spirits are the equivalent of the 
Cherubim of Genesis 3: 24, but unlike those, they are 
placed: to prevent man’s exit from Eden, not his re- 
turn to it. Thus guarded, man, under the direction 
of the Anunnaki, or spirits of earth, built a temple 
similar to that afterward called Esagila in Babyion. 
Around this temple was a garden of the gods. 
This is the equivalent of Genesis 2:8: ‘God planted 
a garden eastward in Eden’ (edinnu, the Babylonian 
plain). The gods were made very happy. 

“Lines 70 to 100, though greatly mutilated, clearly 
tell how on account of jealousy among the gods 
themselves, man became rebellious and arrogant, and 

reduced the temples to ruins, bringing the gods to 


* 


“The Baylonian ‘Creation Tablets,’ the Egyptian 
‘Book ef the Dead,’ the Greek mythology, and 
heathen cosmogonies,” says the Companion Bible, 
“which by some are set on an equality with Scrip- 
ture, or by others adduced in support of it, are all 
the corruption and perversion of primitive truths, 
distorted in proportion as their origin was for- 
gotten, and their memories faded away.” 








want. This is the Babylonian counterpart of the 
Fall of Man in Genesis 3. 

“Lines 100 to 144 constitute the most remarkable 
feature of the text. In line 102 it is told how the 
god Marduk (sometimes called Asharu) voluntarily 
went down to a tomb. From the bones thus formed 
a new man was created (lines 107 to 110) who re- 
established the service cf the gods. Lines 111 to 
128 relate how, while he was in the grave, the gods 
laud him for his heroic self-sacrifice, and promise 
to enthrone him over all. 

“Then in line 129 he is resurrected: ‘Two might 
ones called the god Asharu, who is the perfect god, 
unto life again.’ This statement vividly recalls the 
two angels who appeared at the tomb of Christ at 
the time of his resurrection (see John 20: 12). 

“The tablet concludes with a record of the de- 
tection and punishment of the wicked gods. “There 
perished the hirelings who hated him’ (line 132) re- 
minds one of the death of Judas Iscariot (Matt. 27: 
5; Acts 1:18, 19). a 

“The general resemblance to the Biblical account 
of the Creation, the Garden of Eden, the Fall, and 
redemption by the death and resurrection of Christ 
is astonishing. If we eliminate the polytheism some 
of the lines might, when thus slightly revised, be 
applied to our Lord. For example: 

* ‘He is the God, who by his holy death makes the dead 
to live. 

There perished the hireling who hated him. 

Verily he is the God whom God his father named, 

The holy God who makes pure all of us.’ 


“In many respects this Babylonian narrative differs 
strikingly from.the Biblical. For example, it lacks 
human interest. Man was, according to it, created 
for the benefit of the gods; he was recreated for 
their benefit. Marduk dies, not for the sake of 
man, but to save the gods. All was done for the 
benefit of the celestials and not for the sake of the 
human denizens of earth.” 

Tablet VI of the Creation Epic is in part as 
follows: 


1. Marduk, the word of the gods, when he heard it, 

2. His heart was stirred, he formed. a brilliant plan. 

3. He opened his mouth, to Ea he: spoke, 

4. What in his heart he had conceived he offered as a 
plan: 

s. “Blood will I bind, bone will I fashion, 

6. I will produce a man; ‘man’ is his name — 

7. I will create the man ‘man’; 


8. Verily by the service of the gods he shall give them 


rest. 
9. Verily I will alter and change the paths of the gods, 





At the Great Chicago Bible Con- 
ference on Christian Fundamentals 


Dr. A. C. Dixon referred to Professor Melvin Grove 
Kyle, D.D., LL.D., as “ofie of the most eminent arche- 
ologists in the world to-day.’” 

Dr. Kyle will continue to keep readers of The Sunday 
School Tianes in touch with the fascinating discoveries of 
archeology; and what promise to be the most thrilling 
chapters ever published seem to lie just ahead, as arche- 
ology has its new opportunity in the Holy Land, now set 
free from the domination of the Turk. 

Wouldn't your friends be interested and helped by this 
extraordinary series > 

They may have the benefit of these faith-inspiring 
articles by subscribing for The Sunday School Times. 

But they may never know these articles are within 
reach unless you tell them. We should be glad to tell 
them ourselves if we knew them personally, as you do. 

Why not hand them a coin card offering ten consecu- 
tive issues for 25 cents? You may add your own word 
of commendation if you wish to do so, ard it will help 
tremendously. 

A postal card will bring as many as you think you can 
use in the next thirty days. How many shall we send 
you? The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut 




















10. Together shall they be honored and unto them will 
give power.” 
11. Then Ea answered him, and said a word unto him; 
12, He unfolded to him a plan for satisfying the gods: 
13. “One among your brethren must be given up, 
14. Him I will appoint; the people prepare. 
15. The great gods must assemble together; 
16. This one must .be given up; ye must persuade them.” 
17. Marduk assembled the great gods, he entered and 
delivered the decision, 

18. He opened his mouth, to the gods he spoke: 

19. “Truly the former things we told to you are verified; 

20. True things with myself as an oath I have sworn. 

21. Who is it that has created the strife? 

2z. Brought about the uproar, united the battle? 

23. He who has caused the strife shall be given up. 

24. I will make him, verily I will cause him to bear the 
curse, to destroy the garment!” 

as. Then answered him the Igigi, the great gods: 

26. “O king, god of heaven and earth, counsellor of the 
gods, their lord, 

27. Kingu it was who caused the strife, 

28, Led the rebellion and brought on the battle.” 

29. Him they bound and brought before Ea; 
ue A curse he laid on him; his blood burst forth from 
im. . 

31. From his blood he made mankind for the service ef 
the gods, 

32. But [the other] gods he let go free. 

33. After man had been created, Ea laid on him the ser- 
vice of the gods, 

34. Marduk, king of the gods, stationed twenty Anunnaki 
above and below. 

35. He delivered unto Anu the charge to guard ... the 
post; 

36. He gave charge to the prince who guards the earth . . . 

[Lines 37 to 40 are much broken, but indicate the Anun- 
naki approaching Marduk, their father, and saying] 

41. “O divine guardian of the earth, lord, who hast wrought 
our release, 

42. How do we cling to thy presence! 

43- Oh, we will make a sanctuary the naming of whose 
name is 

44. ‘Sanctuary-wherein-we-may-take-rest.’ 

4s. Oh, we will found our sanctuary as our dwelling! 
- 46. On the day when we take possession, we will rest 
in it.’ 
When Marduk Was Pleased 

47. Marduk, when he heard this, 

48. His face like the day appeared exceeding bright: 

49. Like the founding of Babylon with walls, be the joy 
of its founding! 

so. Let an enclosed city be built, a district of land sur- 
round it.” 

51. The Anunnaki presented the strength of the mountain 
as the glory of its foundation. 

52. The second year came around, the enclosure of Esagila 
was founded on the breast of Apsu. 

53. They built the temple-tower till it touched the celes- 
tial ocean. 

54. For Marduk, Enlil, and Ea they raised it as a dwelling; 

5s- With the glory of their presence they entered in. 

56. From its foundation Esagila exhibited its two horns. 

57. From Esagila they made its double; 

58. The Anunnaki the double (?) of their sanctuary set up; 

59. The Anunnaki placed their temple: (?) by the side of 
the deep; 
: 60. In a large garden which they created was their dwell- 
ing. 

61. The gods his fathers -to his prayer hearkened; 

6z. Divine fate at the great gate of the beloved dwelling 
was established. 
A. In the distritt each (?) in his place the great gods 

welt. 


[Lines 64 to 94, which are very incomplete, are omitted 
here.] 

9s. “Men. forgot their god; verily there was ruin! 

96. Their pride became great; their sanctuaries they de- 
voured. 

97- Verily they grew mighty; the black-headed race! rose 
up, 

98. Sanctuaries as many as they had commanded to build 
they destroyed. 

99. They [the gods] named it [i. e., the black-headed 
race]; ‘Terror’ was its name. 

100. Ruin verily increased; it was terrible! Verily it was 
thus!” . 

101. It was Marduk whom, on account of the devastation, 
Anu his father called. . 

102. Making a pit as a tomb in full splendor he went 
down to it, 

103. Who, by his weapon, the deluge, had taken captive 
those who rebelled (?). 

104. The gods his fathers he preserved from tribulation. 

105. Surely it was his counsel for which the gods called 
him! 

106. In his brilliant light verily they walk continually! 

107. The bones which he made a living creature became; 

108. The service of the gods he established; them he 
pacified. 

109. Mankind (?) was created (?) again; 

110. Verily favor was restored; they looked on them with 
compassion — even them. 

111. The divine son was imprisoned; Ea [spake thus] cor- 
cerning the son: 

112. “He gave joy to the hearts of the Anunnaki*®.. . 

113. The divine son was slain and tight overcame (?) 
See sc eS acs 
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1The Babylonians. *The spirits of earth. 
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114. Him shall indeed the people of the lands praise... 

115. The divine prince, mighty and strong and broken... 

116. Broken was his heart; dishonored his body!” 

117. As divine king, god of heaven and earth, whose name 
our assembly named 

118, (By) the word of their mouth, even theirs, above the 
gods his fathers — 

119. Verily above the gods of heaven and earth, all of 
them — 
' s20. As king on his throne (?) the gods verily said that 
they would seat him (7). , 

tat. The brilliant god, the king of heaven and earth is his 
name, who, removed from the mountain, the place of the 
gods : 

taz. Of heaven and earth, has been overthrown. Our 
dwelling is in distress! 

123. Between the Igigi* and the Anunnaki the place is 
divided. 

124. With his name the gods verily recorded his steward- 
ship in the dwelling: 

125. “Asharu,* whom his fathers named, is its Saviour”; 

126. He verily was the light of the gods — their battle-axe, 

127. Who, like the powerful guardian, Ishtar, is dead! 

128. By a mighty battle he delivered his dwelling from 
distress.” 

129. The god Asharu, who is the perfect god, unto life 
again two mighty ones called. 

+ ygo. It was he who by*his act gaye might tovus, the gods 
who had perished! ~ «—* 

: 131. He its the lord who, by his holy death, made the 
dead gods to live! 

132. There perished the hirelings who hated him... 

133. Verily he is the one whom his fathers named the 
brilliant god! 

134. The pure god who makes holy all of us! 
. There came Anshar, Lakmu, and Lakhamu, 
‘ Unto their... they spoke: 

“We ... we will name their names, 
. Continually let them be bound (?).” 
They rejoiced (?) . .. they named their names. 
. By the favor of their mighty leader, their counsellors 
«.. them 

341. Whom the son, the hero, our deliverance. 

142. Now a second time we celebrate his name. 

143. They sat and with t! leader . .. his obedience; 

144. With purity of lip their“words celebrated (?) his name. 

{Scholars desiring the less important parts of the in- 
scription will find it in full in a revised edition of Dr. Bar- 
ton’s “Archeology and the Bible,” published by the Amer- 
ican Sunday School Union, Philadelphia, $2.75, postpaid.] 


Here certainly is, as Professor Barton has called 
it, “An adumbration of the Christian scheme of re- 
demption.” It seems to reflect prophetic revelation. 
I say reflects Revelation, for it is impossible to think 
for a moment that the myth itself was a prophetic rev- 
elation on the plan of redemption. Polytheism may re- 





1The spirits of heaven. *Another name for Marduk. 
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flect revelation previously given, but Polytheism can- 
not itself be a revelation of. God, the one true God; 
for the one God to reveal himself moog Polythe- 


Professor Barton has pointed dut for us the most 

tent and unmistakable similarities between_ this 

abylonion tablet and the Biblical statements. There 
are other hints of Biblical, things, in the inscripti 


less unequivocal, and it is to be, expected that there 


will be discussion over the exact meaning of some 
portions of the 
in the main, this Babylonian, story of Creation, 
the Fall, and Redemption as here presented.will stand.’ 

That there are thus but two possible interpreta- 
tions of the significance of this tablet. will be ap- 

arent at once to most careful readers. One of these 
interpretations, which 1 believe to be the correct one, 
I have already given at the beginning of this réview. 


‘ The other possible interpretation, which will soon a 


pear from anti-Christian rationalists, may as well 
anticipated now. They will at once. seize upon this 
myth as the origin of the whole a story of re- 

istorical Christ 
only a legendary incarnation of this Babylonian myth, 
associated with the actual biography of some Jew. 
ish enthusiast of the time of Pontius Pilate. Such 
modern devotees of Strauss with his mythical theory 
will be numerous to put forth this interpretation. 
The world of believers, as well as the world of 
scholars, must choose between these interpretations, 
the one that makés the Gospel no more than a myth, 
and the other that lifts up our eyes to a historical 
background for the revelation of redemption that 
bridges that vast empty place between Abraham and 
the Prot-Evangelium in the Garden of Eden. and 
confirms our belief that John 3:16 tells us that God 
loved the whole world, and that. we were “chosen in 
him from the foundation of the.-world.” 

The readers of The Sunday ‘School Times, from 
the distinguished scholar who sends me the facts and 
the translation, to the humblest reader in the farthest 
corner of the world, will not need any guidance from 
me in choosing: between these two interpretations of 
this most sensational and spogh-making. find. If the 
world was astonished when :in 1875 George Smith 
announced that he had founda Babvionian account of 
Creation, from which the account of the creation of 
man was wanting, how much greater will now be the 
the wonderment when the missing part is supplied 
and is found to reflect not only the account of the 
creation of man, but of the Fall and of Redemption! 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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A safe rule for determining the 
student’s decision 





College Dramatics? 
By J. A. Morris Kimber 








a 


When you realize your ambition of getting to college, and find yourself facing a decision under the 
most alluring inducements to be one of the ‘* dramatis personae ’’ of a class or college play, will you 
not be helpless to decide aright unless you have been forewarned of all that is involved in the decision ? 
Just such a warning is here given by an earnést young Christian experienced both gs.a student and 
member of the faculty at four different colleges and universities, and who holds the degree of M. A. 


from one of the oldest and greatest of the Eastern Universities of America. 


This-article is one of 


the series dealing with the Christian student ‘Sgproblems, and the concluding article will consider the 
question of college amusements. 


ning to the assembly hall. We're going to have 

#® tryouts for the Junior play. Be there about seven, 

won’t you? Don’t forget.” 

“Why-uh. Why, Bill-uh.’ 

“Oh,..sure, I know you're busy, but so are all of 
us. We think you'd be a good one to take the part 
of butler. Anyhow, old Smith won’t call on you 
to-morrow. He got you last time. Never let your 
studies interfere with your college work.” 

“But, Bill, I-uh, I-uh.” 

“Yes, I know, but — well, you be there. 
you. So long.” 


Nearly every able student in-a small college has 
a conversation somewhat like this at some time 
during his college career. There is the college play, 
the pe Bes play, the French or German play, or the 
Society play. Amateur dramatics form one of the 
“staples” in the line of college life to-day, and it 
is probably safe to say that there are not a dozen 
someaee in the United States which do not have 
them. 

One of the motives which young people have for 
going to small colleges is “to be in things.” Dra- 
matics are one of the most important of the “things.” 
Many a student has, for example, decided to give 
up his graduation or promotion in order to be in 
a school play. The lure of the chapel footlights is 
one of the strong appeals in American college life. 

And so the capable Christian student meets this 


mo we want you to come around this eve- 


We need 


problem along with the others. He may, thaps, 
meet it a little later, for very probably he does not 
“go out” for dramatics until urged somewhat. But 


sooner or later he will meet the question of partici- 
Our John is 


pating in a college dramatic event. 





one of these. He has come to college with high ideals, 
from a guarded Christian home: 


“But, Bill, that’s straight goods. 
the time.” 

“Sure you have. I’m carrying more hours than 

ou are, and I’m _ going to be in it. And just look 
now much more I have to memorize than you will 

ave.” 

“Well, but Bill—I’m not very strong on these 
things. I don’t go to the theater, and all that.” 

“That doesn’t make a bit of difference. This isn’t 
the theater. This is a harmless little play, just in- 
tended to raise money for the class. Why, look at 
Elizabeth Johnson. he is a leader in the Y. W. 

A., and she is going to be leading lady.” 

“But I. don’t know. what my father: and mother 
would think, Bill. They would think this was pretty 
close to the theater, I guess. I saw they had this 
same play advertised at the theater back in my home 
town just before I came away.” 

“I know, John, but you’ve got to be broad-minded 
about these things. You can’t take your parents’ 
opinions about things all your life. You've got to 
think for yourself, now.” 

“Well, this is a puzzler for me; Bt “I like to do 
my part for the class. But.somehow I can’t feel 
uite free to do this. It’s different from anything 

ever did, you know.” 

“Oh, that’s just because it’s the first time. Why, 
you get to sort of like it, John..: I just look forward 
to this rehearsing. We all:go up: there to the as- 


I haven’t got 


sembly Hall and work in the evenings; and you get: 


to see a lot of the class, and’ the girls sometimes get 
up little ‘feeds,’ and then after practise we can go 
out for a ride, or go dewn to the movies.” 








a 


. think what a ridiculous 


tablet, but ‘there-can be no doubt - 


‘But 
w 


_weeks the rehearsing 


things like that on Sunday. But this qualm 


,a little. 


JULY 17, 1920 


es Pill, I'm not very strong on ‘the movies, 
e1 . 

“Oh, well, you don’t have to go to them, know. 
ohn, we’ve got to have Aa in the oe. There 
won't be enough to put on a good play if you aren't 
in it. You've got just the personality we want, Why, 
if we don’t havé you, we'll have to have Harold, and 
butler he would make! 


And so, urged on by his feeling of loyalty to his 


class, and the encouragement of his friends, and his 


own half-desire to have the fun and the populari 
and the praise, he argues with himself that after 
you do have to be broad-minded, and you can’t 
people unless you get where they are, and after 
there isn’t anything wrong about it, and ras 49 | as- 
sured himself that he really wouldn’t do it if the 
class didn’t absolutely need him, our friend. John 
yields, and starts _— in “The —— —— ——. 

“Why, you’re doing wonders, John,” Bill as 
him one evening. “I had no idea you had it in you. 
Coach says you will make a tremendous hit when he 
gets you “togged out” in a tuxedo suit, with a wig 
and a tray full of dishes. Why, you’re a born actor. 
You’ve missed’your calling, John, if you're still plan- 
ning to be a minister.” 

And s0,. for.a week, for two, for three, four, five 
oes on. Three times a week 
it.comes at first, then four, and finally the last week 
every night.. John is a little surprised when he hears 
it announced that as the play comes on Tuesday 
pe there will have to be a rehearsal on Sun- 
day afternoon, so that they can be in good _— 
for the dress rehearsal on Monday evening. But John 
has gone so far now that he can hardly object, for 
he very well knows that a protest would ring a 
storm of disapproval from coach and cast alike. And 
he knows that if anything failed in the play it would 
be laid to him; so John comes reluctantly up to college 
on Sunday afternoon, but in a few minutes he is once 
more in the spirit of the. lines, which now flow as 
easily as if he had neyer, had to commit them. __ 

besa 3 in the second ,act he comes to the place 
where he is supposed, to. come out on to the stage 
and take the order of. pne of the guests. His limes 


are, “But, Mister, what the d— did you come in here . 


for, if you don’t want anything to eat?” Those 
words had jarred.a good deal at first. He had sug- 
gested timidly that. they be changed when he first 
read the play over. But the coach had said, “Oh, no, 
that wouldn’t ever do. That is a place that brings 
down the house every time. I’ve seen it happen again 
and again.” But somehow it grated a little to be sa ing 
ohn 
a down, saying. to himself, “Well, I’m in it now. 

t’ll. soon be over.” 

The Sunday rehearsal is going well. John is about 
to :appear in the last act. He walks out, takes the 
order of the couple at the table, comes back on to 
the stage, which now represents the kitchen. John 
walks up. to the cook, gives her the order, and is 
about to go off when he hears the coach’s voice: 

“John, I’ve thought,of an idea to relieve that place 
You ‘slyly, take the cook’s hand after you 
say the. words ‘minced, chicken on toast, for two,’ and 
then, while she is reading the order blank you turn 
and kiss her suddenly. That place is a little awk- 
ward without some more action. Then, she can 
blush, and smile, and then you can go off... Now try 
it this time. Hére, wait 4 minute, I'll show you. Now, 
Miss Jones, you be. here by the table, fixing the 
pastry. ae 

The coach demonstrates the way it should be done, 
and.a roar of satightes and shouts of approval from 
the members of the cast greet him. Pavan standing 
by, blushes a little, starts to say something, when the 
coach says, “Now you try it, John.” : 

There is'a feverish rush of thought to his mind, — 
of talks with “home folks,” of counsel and warning. 
He forgets his lines, and cannot start. : 

“Go on, John. Don’t get fussed. That'll bring 
down the house,” calls one of the fellows. 

“Help him out a little, Miss Jones,” he hears the 
coach whisper to the cook. 

. And so John starts; and goes through it all. The 
first time he is rather awkward, but they go over it 
two or three times, and after a little while he rather 
likes it, and wishes he could rehearse it some more! 


Rehearsal is over at last. John looks at his watch, 
“Why, I have just time to eat and get to Christian 
Endeavor. Goodness, I have to lead to-night. What’ll 


I say? Gracious, I'll have to trust the Lord to— 
Mercy . . . I don’t feel like leading Endeavor to- 
night. Somehow, I don’t feel in’ the right frame of 


mind for Endeavor. My, I wish I didn’t have to 
lead. I wonder what I'll say. Why, I don’t usually 
feel this way. I know, I'll read a lot in the Bible. 
Where’ll I read? Let’s see, I wonder if there isn’t 
some one who will sing a solo. I wonder if the pas- 
tor won’t drop in and say something.” i 
Those who have not attended a small denomina- 
tional college will hardly catch the full significance 
of all that has gone before. For the problem of our 
John is not the problem of the average student in 
the great university. The problem of our John is 
not the problem of the student who goes to college 
to play football. The problem of our John is not 


the. problem of the worldly-minded student who goes 


‘ (Continued on page 397) 
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Lesson for August 1 
e Samuel 6:1-19; Psalm 24: 7-10 
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LESSON 5. AUGUST 1. DAVID BRINGS THE ARK TO JERUSALEM 


~ 2 Samuel 6: 1-19; Psalm 24 : 7-10 


Golden Lead into his gates with thanksgi 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Howard A. Banks 


Getting Started in Class é 
[kev Me. — Colonel , the lawyer, not the 





Rev. Mr. , the minister,” a brilliant society 
woman used to say about her husband. The 
latter had been trapped in a burning theater with 
falling walls, and had cried out to God that if He 
ae save him he would give the remainder of his 
life to preaching the Gospel. “And He did, and he 
did”! God heard that prayer, and the petitioner kept 
his promise. But his wife never approved. . 
Michal loved David, the Goliath-slaying warrior 
(1 Sam. 18:20), but she despised David, the danc- 
ing saint (v. 16). King’s daughters do not neces- 
sarily make the best wives. David is not the only 
famous man of God who has been unfortunate in his 
choice of a life partner (Mr. Ridgway, 1). But 
if such men have not married well, they have only 
themselves to blame. God is always just as ready 
to guide in this mightily important life choice for 
every Christian as he was for Isaac (Gen. 24:7, 50, 





Our Background Material 


The class should be led briefly to understand the 
material, the contents, and the history of the ark. 
That its acacia wood stood for strength and its gold 
for beauty is brought out by Dr. Smellie (2). The 
wood is also taken by some teachers to typify Christ’s 
perfect humanity and the gold his deity. The blood- 
sprinkled lid was a proclamation of the wideness of 
Cod's mercy through an atoning Saviour then to 
come (Dr. Smellie, 4; Rom. 3:25 where “propitia- 
tion” is the same word in the Greek as “mercy-seat” 
in Heb. 9:5). ee 

What the wilderness memorials inside speak of, 
the eternally fresh manna, Aaron’s rod that budded, 
and the two tables of stone, Dr. Smellie (3) also in- 
terprets. 

The history of the ark is included in the following 
passages: Numbers 3:31; 10:33; Joshua 3: 3-15; 
6:11; Judges 20: 27; 1 Samuel 3:3; 4: 1-11; 5: 1-10; 
6: 1-21; 7:1, 2; 2 Samuel 6:2-17; 7:2; 15: 24-20; 
1 Kings 8: 1-21; 2 Chronicles 35:3. Excellent sug- 
gestions for dealing with this history are given in 
Mrs. Askew’s first three paragraphs; see also Dr. 
Thomas in Additional Material for Teachers. 

Where is the ark now? Does Revelation 11: 19, 
ee the question, or is it providentially hidden en 
eart 


The Lesson Iteclf 


The references, except ss otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of cértain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

The use of Psalm 24 with this ark lesson helped 
to suggest to Dr. Ellis the use of correlation as the 
Teaching Principle (compare Dr. Ellis with Dr. 
Thomas, I, 4). Another Psalm that is closely con- 
nected with this lesson is mentioned by Dr. Ellis. 

Make clear to the class what the ark was not (see 
1 Sam. 4:3, and compare Mrs. Askew, 2). 

No doubt David went around to the Jerusalem 
Wagon Works every day or so to see if his new cart 
was finished. 

“The king ordered this piece of work,” the workmen 
at the factory were perhaps saying to the passers-by. 
True, but Jehovah had not ordered it. e had in- 
deed left orders for the transportation of the ark, 
but they said nothing of a cart. Wagons were allowed 
for certain purposes in transporting Tabernacle 
furniture (Num. 7: 1-8), but they were forbidden for 
use by the sons of Kohath “because the service of 
the sanctuary belonging unto them was that they 
should bear upon their shoulders” (Num. 7:9); see 
also Numbers 10:21; Deuteronomy 10:8; Joshua 
3:14, 15, and compare “Say, Fellows—,” 2). 

The law of Moses had not been given to the Philis- 
tines, and God therefore did not judge them in the 





same way as he did Uzzah, though he did send pun-~ 


ishment upon them (v. 7; 1 Samuel 5 and 6). 

David, however, ought to have known the law (Dr. 
Thomas, I, 1). By continuing the Philistine method 
of carrying the ark, he displeased God. It is possible 
to do the right thing in the wrong way in the ser- 
vice of the Lord (“Say, Fellows—,” 1). Anything in- 
troduced inta the worship of God contrary to his 
requirement is deserving of his judgment. Is the 
church to-day entirely free from Philistine expedients ? 
‘God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must 
worshit him in spirit dnd in truth,” said our Lord 
to the woman who worshiped after the Mt. Gerizim 
fashion (John 4:24; cf. John 6:63; 1 Cor. 2:13). 

But David did learn the right way of doing God's 


work, Word kept coming to the king that Obed- 


: 1 Chron. 16 : 23-31. 
: Exod. 25: 10-22; 2 Sam. 5 : 6-25; 


_ i Chron, zg and 16; Heb. 9: 2-10. 
Primary Topi : ‘Thanking God. 
Lesson Material : 2 Sam. 6: 11-19; Psalm 24: 7-10. 


Memory Verse: It is a good thing to give thanks unto Jeho- 
Juni Toric; The Ack of God Brought Jerusalem. 
unior Topic : to 
? Lesson Material : 2 Sam. 6:11-19; Psalm 24: 7-10. 
Memory Verses: Psalm 24 : 7-10. 


r. Adatona Biateat? Baa. 2 tery pits 
Additional fople one Matt. 6 219-34; Felis 10 ; 38-42; Phil. 


3: 12-16. : 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
2 Samuel 6:11-19; Psalm 24: 7-10 


2 Samuel 6: 11-19 


li And the ark of Jehovah remained in the house of 
Obed-edom the Gittite three months: and Jehovah blessed 
Obed-edom, and all his house. 

12 And it was told king David, saying, Jehovah hath 
blessed the house of Obed-edom, and all that pertaineth 
unte him, because of the ark of God. And David went 
and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed- 
edom into the city of David with joy. 13 And it was 
se, that, when they that bare the ark of Jehovah had gone 
six paces, he sacrificed an ox and a fatling. 14 And David 
danced before Jehovah with all his might; and David 
was girded with a linen ephod. 15 So David and all the 
house of Israel brought up the ark of Jehovah with shout- 
ing, and with the sound of the trumpet. 

16 And it was so, as the ark of Jehovah came into the 
city of David, that Michal the daughter of Saul looked out 
at the window, and saw king David leaping and dancing 
before Jehovah; and she despised him in her heart. 17 
And they brought in the ark of Jehovah, and set it in its 
place, in the midst of the tent that David had pitched for 
it; and David offered burnt-offerings and peace-offerings 
before Jehovah. 18 And when David had made an end 
of offering the burnt-offering and the peace-offerings, he 
blessed the people in the name of Jehovah of hosts. 19 
And he dealt among all the people, even among the whole 
multitude of Israel, both to men and women, to every one 
a cake of bread, and a portion ‘of flesh, and a cake of 
raisins. So all the people departed every one to his house, 

Psalm 24: 7-10 
7 Lift up your heads, O ye gates; 
And be ye lifted up, ye “everlasting doors; 
And the)King of glory Will come in. 
8 Who is the King of glory? 
Jehovah strong and mighty, 
Jehovah mighty in battle. 
9 Lift up your heads, O ye gates; 
Yea, lift them up, ye “everlasting doors; 
And the King of glory will come in. 
10 Who is this King of glory? 
Jehoveh of hosts 
He is the King of glory. 
[Selah 
1Or, of wine *Or, ancient 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








edom’s sickly child was now “the picture of health”; 
that the new baby was a ten-pounder; that none of 
Obed-edom’s neighbors had such a fine chance of 

rapes, olives, and wheat (v. 12; Round-Table, 2). 

avid understood, and went after the ark, but notice 
his caution after the ark had gone six paces — how 
far is that? (“Say, Fellows—,” 3). 

The presence of God brings revival, and revival 
brings joy (Dr. Thomas, I, 2). Are we praying with 
the Great Commission Prayer League and others 
for the outpouring of a revival in the body of Christ? 
If so, are we starting it by bringing up the ark for 
our own selves? Are we yielding to the fulness of 
the Spirit in our hearts? A good way to begin is 
to listen to Dr. Smellie’s inspiring sermon on “The 
Gospel of the Ark.” How much better opportunity 
we have to receive it than David! (Heb. 11: 40.) 

Children are enthusiastically imaginative, and_ this 
lesson lends itself to the use of imagination. With 
an easily made model of ~- ark, such as Mrs. Bryner 
suggests in her opening paragraph, and with the 
Jetts as illustrators, this is an easy lesson to teach 
children. 

The song in which David may have given vent to 
his happiness on this occasion is considered by Dr. 
Thomas (I, &), and in the Prophecy in This Lesson. 


The Truth that Is Golden 


“In thy presence is fulness of joy” (Psa. 16:11). 
The ark was the symbol of the presence of God. David 
knew it, and it explains his transports of ecstasy as 
he contemplates: putting the marvelous symbol in 
the center of his kitigdom. David’s greater Son was 
grieved when he came to earth to find that Israel 
had lost David’s vision, and so he urged, “Seek ye 
first the kingdom” (Dr.. Thomas, I, 4). 

To us who live this side of Pentecost the ark speaks 
of the indwelling «of Christ (the Cartoon for this 
lessori). Sundar Singh came all the way from India 


ving, 
nd into his courts with praise.—Psalm 100: 4 












to tell the Western world how he found and keeps 
the joy of the Lord. It made a staid Scotsman, Dr. 
Graham Scroggie, shout hallelujah three times as 
he concluded an address a few weeks ago at the 
Chicago Fundamentals Conference. 

Ss it make you uncomfortable or critical to see 
these outbursts of supernatural, David-like joy? Then 
you need to examine yourself to see whether you 
are Saul’s daughter or David’s wife (v. 16). 

_ Do you really want perfect joy and peace? God 
is more desirous that you have it. “Behold, I stand 
at the door and knock!” (Rev. 3:20). It is easy 
to have. All you have to do is to turn the key of 
surrender and the knob of trust (see Dr. Smellie, 1; 
Dr. Thomas, I, 1; .Round-Table, 3; Mrs. Askew, 2; 
and Family Worship for Thursday). 

Teaching Points 

If Uzzah had known his Bible he would not have 
died (Num. 4:15). The same truth, sad to say, may 
apply to men who neglect the Bible warnings against 
the second death (Heb. 2:3). 

If we want the presence of Christ, we should 
yield wholly —spirit, soul, and body (1 Thess. 5: 
23; Dr. Thomas, I, 4). 

David was the priest-king of Israel. Christ hath 
made us to be kings and priests unto his Father 
(Rev. 1:6 and 5:10; Dr. Thomas, I, 3). 

Every man’s life is a plan of God. He will surely 
miss the plan if he does not yield to the indwelling 
Christ (Dr. Thomas, III, 6, and see Eph. 2:10). 
Send for “The God-Planned Life,” to be had free 
from the Silver Publishing Company, Bessemer Build- 
ing, Pittsburgh, or from Fred Kelker, Box 216, 
Harrisburg, Pa., supported by free-will offerings. 


Questions for Study aiid Discussion 


Why doesn’t God strike all Uzzahs dead, such as 
men who dare to touch the Bible with a Higher 
Critical pen? (Mrs. Askew, 3; cf. Round-Table, 1.) 


Mey did the ark mean to Israel? (Dr. Thomas, 


_ What is the new cart that you need to get rid of 
in your life or in your church? 


Are you sure you have carried up the ark inte 
the center of your church worship? (Mr. Howard.) 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, A.M., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRiNncIPLe oF CorRELATION.—Connect with 
the lesson related truth from other sources. 











O TRUTH related to the ‘lesson can ever be 
more significant or important than that which 
comes from the Scriptute itself, and the teacher 
always does well to bring to bear upon the-4esson 
any Scriptural illumination possible before looking 
elsewhere for related material. The Lesson Com- 
mittee have utilized the principle of correlation in 
suggesting Psalm 24 as part of the lesson. It is 
possible that the supposition of its connection with the 
occasion of bringing up the*ark is not well founded, 
but since it has been made part of the lesson let us 
not overlook its relation to the two Psalms preceding, 
so beautifully set forth in the Scofield ference 
Bible: “In Psalm 22 the good Shepherd gives his 
life for the sheep; in Psalm 23 the great Shepherd, 
brought again from the dead through the blood of 
the everlasting covenant,” tenderly cares for the 
sheep; in Psalm 24 the chief Shepherd appears as 
“King of glory to own and reward the sheep.” 
More closely related to the lesson in time if not 
in spirit is the psalm in 1 Chronicles 16, which is 
definitely said to have been delivered by David on 
this occasion, and which is well worthy of at least a 
careful reading in a for the lesson. Of 
course this successful effort to bring up the ark 
should be taught in relation to the tragic effort re- 
corded in the opening of the lesson chapter, and this 
should lead us back into the history of this sacred 
ark of the covenant and into some appreciation of the 
fact that the awe-inspiring Divine Presence that abode 
there was a reality that forever forbids us to think 
of it as similar to some heathen talisman. This 
suggests the wisdom of steering clear always of those 
correlations which tend to obscure rather than illu- 
mine the truth, and of taking time when they are 
suggested to show the difference between divine reaf- 
ity and human imitation. 


.: PHILADELPHIA. 


“et 


—— 
inttee 










Wigenst ee 


i Dn ine Si cleat 


er 


i Ga vai 


fay Sheciieniieaioe 7 


ee wee Sor 


er ec 

















































































The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 








Connection.—After the eapture of Jebus and the 
establishment of Jerusalem as the capital, it was nat- 
ural for David to remove the ark thither and thereby 
make the place the center of religion as well as of 
national affairs. Most writers regard this event as 
following quickly after the establishment of David 
in his kingship. But Beecher thinks it did not take 
place until about the twentieth year of David's reign, 
about 1042 B. C. 


1. The Lesson’s Main Message 

The Definite Aim (6:1-5).. The gathering or so 
large a body of men seems to indicate a religious re- 
vival. The ark had been a long time in a private 
house in Kiriathieetim. The name of Baale-Judah 
was the old Canaartiffsh name (Josh. 15:9). The ark 
was probably there for nearly a hundred years, The 
description is very striking, expressing the covenant 
between Jehovah and Israel. The word “Name” 
always means God’s revealed character, and the title 
“Jehovah of Hosts” is one of the most important 
in the Old Testament. Originally it referred to the 
armies of Israel, but became applied also to the 
armies of‘ heaven. It is found only from the time of 
Samuel, when a standing army was commenced. 
“That sitteth above the cherubim” refers to that 
pare of the Tabernacle known as the Holy of Holies. 

he new cart was a breach of the divine law, and 
while the Philistines did this in ignorance (1 Sam, 
6), David must have “tlewn better because of the 
careful provision in the law (Deut. 17: 18-20). The 
occasion was one of unspeakable joy in view of all 
that had happened, and it is interesting to notice this 
musical ceremony (v. 5), which was afterwards de- 
veloped into elaborate musical arrangements con- 
nected with the Temple. (1) 

The Disastrous Action (vs. 6-11). In the midst 
of this rejoicing a great check was experienced. On 
the face of it the death of Uzzah is very mysterious, 
but God wished to remind Israel of the fact and majesty 
of his holiness and the consequent need of rever- 
ence. The ark was the symbol of God’s presence, and 
every detail for its transit had been carefully given 
in the law. It would seem as though Uzzah’s action 
was due to the long neglect, and perhaps consequent 
familiarity connected with the ark. David evidently 
regarded it as a rebuke to him, especially on such an 
important occasion as the establishment of a religion 
in the new capital. He felt he could not proceed 


- farther at this time, and in his fear he arranged for 


the ark to be lodged in a private house. As the man 
Obed-edom was a Levite (1 Chron. 26: 1, 4-8), it was 
appropriate for him to take charge of the ark, which 
remained with him three months. (2) 


The Desired Accomplishment (vs. 12-19). When 
David found that God was blessing the house of 
Obed-edom, he decided that there need be no further 
delay in bringing the ark into Jerusalem. A fresh 
effort was therefore made, and the sacrifices on the 
way were due to the recognition of God’s favor and 
in thankfulness for the prosperous start (1 Chron. 
15:26). David’s dance was the expression of his 
joy (Psa, 149: 3), and he laid aside his royal robes 
and appeared in the distinctive attire of a priest. His 
wife despised her husband for this expression of joy, 
whieh shows that she was not in sympathy with him 
in religious matters (1 Sam. 19: 13-17). (3) 

The Direct Appeal (Psa, 24:1-6). There seems 
no doubt that this Psalm was associated with the 
event of bringing up the ark and the opening asser- 
tion is a reminder that although God was to be wor- 
shiped in the city of Ris presence, he could not be 
limited to one place. This in turn leads to the in- 


quiry as to the character of the man who can enter * 


into the place of God’s presence and worship him. 
The moral conditions for entrance into the presence 
of so holy a being are given in very definite terms 
(v. 4). Hands, heart, soul, and mouth are included, 
thereby expressing the necessity of entire genuine- 
ness of the complete personality. Such a man is 
certain to enjoy the divine blessing (v. 5). (4) 

The Divine Answer (vs. 7-10). The connection be- 
tween this part and the former seems to be that God 
is thought of as a victorious soldier desiring to enter 
into his city. The doors are the gates of the fortress 
opening to receive their Lord. The procession has 
reached the gates, and those who are inside are 
summoned to admit their King. Perhaps the speakers 
represent the choir as they march in procession with 
the ark. At length the crowning point is reached, and 
the call to lift up their heads is specially appropri- 
ate in view of the sad disaster (2 Sam. 6:9). God 
enters as a victorious King and the Lord of the en- 
tire world. (5) 

Devotional Reading : 1 Chronicles 16: 23-31. Part 
of the Psalm used on this occasion. @) Calls to 
prayer and worship, verses 23, 24, 28, 20, 30, 31; (2) 
reasons for prayer and worship, verses 25, 26, 27. 

Books.—The volumes on 2 Samuel in the Pulpit 
Commentary (Funk and Wagnalls, New York, 5§1 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


vols., $2 a vol.; sold only in sets), the Cambridge 


York, a nt Py ss Expost itor’ Bible (Geo. H. 
ork, 7 .), an $s y 
ran Con New York, $1). Books on David are 


the King of Israel,” by Dr. W. M. Taylor 
rper and Bros., New York, #150), and “David,” 
Dr. F. B. Meyer gta we . Revell Co., 

ork, $1). Some very helpful material will also be 
found in Vol. § in series of “The Bible,” by Dr. 
A. B. Simpson (Alliance Publishing Co., New ork, 
$1). For the Psalms, see Kirkpatrick in the Cam- 


bridge Bible for Schools (Putnam’s, 75 cts.), and. 


Maclaren in the Expositor’s Bible (Doran, $1). 


Il. Additional Material for Teachers 

Exodus 25:10-22; 2 Samuel 5:6-25; 1 Chronicles 
15 and 16; Hebrews 9:2-10. 

Exodus 25: 10-22, The mcking of the ark. Notice 
verse 22 as expressive of the place where God would 
meet his people. ' 

2 Samuel 5:6-25. The connection between the last 
lesson and this refers to David's efforts soon after 
his establishment as king. 

1 Chronicles 15 and 16. The corresponding pas- 
sages descriptive of the actual bringing of the ark. 
The story in Chronicles is written from the stand- 
point of the temple and the priesthood. 


Hebrews 9:2-10. A description of each part of 
the tabernacle, with its spiritual meaning. The two 
main thoughts are Reconciliation and Consecration. 


The lamp stand qnneeen light; the shewbread, 
food; the tables of stone, law; and the ark, fellow- 
ship; while the tabernacle as a whole with its.curtain 
between the two parts indicated that the way to God 
was not yet open, but was still iomboteally closed 
except in God’s only appointed way. 


Ill. The Graded Topics 


1. Intermediate and Senior: What the Ark Meant 
to Israel. At every point the ark meant the presence 
of God and all the blessings that come from God’s 
presence among his people, including reconciliation 
with its mercy seat; revelation, with the tables of 
the law; redemption, with its sacrifices; righteous- 
ness, as it expressed God’s character, and the life 
of the people in relation to him. It can be seen 
from this that the need of the ark as a symbol of 
God’s pomnees was vital and important, for there is 
no real glory in life if God is absent (1 Sam. 4: 22; 
John 15:4, 5). This is the meaning of the ark from 
the time it was first made (Exod. 25: 10-22) and the 
time when it disappeared, to the fulfilment of all 
“or truths and realities in Christ (Heb. 9: 2-10). 

6 

2. Young Péople and Adults: Making Religion 
Central. It was at once significant and beautiful that 
David should endeavor to pein the ark to Jeru- 
salem when once that city was fixed as the capital. 
It meant that God was to be the center and heart 
of the national life just as to-day in. Jerusalem the 
place where the Temple stood is the most prominent 
feature in the city. This was ~vhat Christ meant 
when he urged his disciples to “seek first the king- 
dom” (Matt. 6: 19-34). This was also the meanin 
of the “one thing is needful” (Luke 10: 38-42), an 
this, too, was Paul’s supreme’ object (Phil. 3: 2-16). 
Every life must take as its motto “In the beginning 
God” (Gen. 1:1). (7) 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


The Golden Text (Psa. 100:4) speaks of thanks- 
giving and praise, and the two are distinct, though 
they are sometimes identified and confused. 

1. Thanksgiving is the acknowledgment of what 
God gives. The Apostle Paul does not hesitate to 
speak of thanksgiving as “the will of God” (1 Thess. 
5:18), and in harmony with this nearly all his epis- 
tles open with prayer and thanksgiving. Prayer 
is the faith that asks, thanksgiving is the faith that 
takes, and just as a bird needs two wings to fly into 
the air, so the soul needs prayer and thanksgiving 
to ascend to God. 

2. Praise is the acknowledgment of what God is. 
Not only are we to thank him for what he gives 
to us, but we are to recognize what he is in his 
character and praise him greatly. Praise is the spe- 
cial feature of the Psalms which will be found to 
be filled far more with God’s praise than even with 
thanksgiving or prayer. As we think of these two 
we remember the words of Psalm 9o: 23, “whoso offer- 
eth the sacrifice of thanksgiving glorifieth me,” and 
in Hebrews 13:15, we read of the sacrifice of praise. 
When we realize these two as included in our “sac- 
rifices” we shall not fail to render them to God as 
our bounden duty and service. Sacrifice is meant to 
cost. What does our praise “cost” us? 


V. Leading Questions 
Why did David take this action? 
Why: had not Saul taken such: step? 
What was the cause of Dayid’s fear? 


What may be learned from the blessing connected 
with the stay of the ark with Obéd-edom? 


What did the ark mean? 


What four things dges Psalm 24 say are required 
of the true worshiper? 


PHILADELPRMA. 





JULY 17, 1920 
The Prophecy in This Lesson - 


By Howard A. Banks 


Ts Twenty-fourth, the Crown Psalm, third of 
the cluster that includes the Twenty-second, the 
Cross, and the Twenty-third, the Crook Psalms, - 
is Messianic in content, and millennial in type. It 
is David’s foreview of his greater Son’s entry into 
Jerusalem to reign over an Israel that even in our 
own day is going back home in unbelief, but that 
then will have turned again to- Him whom they 
pierced rr 14:4; Rom. 11:12; Rev. 4:7 and 
19: 11-16). . 

After a glimpse at the title deeds to this earth 
(vs. 1, 2; Psalm 2:8), the question is asked as to 
who is worthy to rule it (vs. Po} Rev. 5: 1-14), and 
the decision is in favor of the Lamb of who 
is become the King of glory (vs. 7-10). The char- 
acter of those who enter into his presence then, and 
not Gentiles but his own peculiar people are in 
view, is perhaps also included in the estimate of 
verses 3-6, 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Gospel of the Ark 


By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 


ELL might David bring up the Ark of God 

into the city with gladness. The Ark was the 

“tr€asure. of treasures in the tabernacle and, 
subsequently, in the temple. Inside the veil it stood, 
in the innermost chamber of the sanctuary: From 
Dan to Beersheba — north, south, east, west —noth- 
ing was so awful and so blessed. It was the gate 
of heaven. It was there that the cloud of glory 
hovered and dwelt, the Shekinah, the mystic token 
of the presence of the King of kings. There will I 
meet with thee, God had said, and I will commune 
with thee, from above the Mercy Seat, from between 
the two cherubim which are upon the Ark of the tes- 
timony. The mighty promise had often been fulfilled, 
This was the special resting-place of the Lord — this, 
too, the sure refuge of his people. (1) 

So we do no violence to Scripture, if we discover 
hints of Christ in the stately and holy Ark. David's 
knowledge of him was not as full as ours. He was 
surrounded by things which prophesied the Saviour, 
but he could not always read the significance of the 
things; often he only ‘guessed at what they indi- 
cated. We are more favored. _ Because we hold 
God’s answer in our hands, the tiddle of the older 
revelation is solved. We may catch glimpses of Him 
in the Ark of the Lord. 


For see of what noble material it was fashioned. 
It was made of incorruptible wood, the wood of the 
acacia, which was firm and close in its texture, and 
then the wood was overlaid with fine gold. Both 
strength and beauty distinguished the Ark. Thus it 
preaches Christ. fe is divinely strong, with no seed 
of decay in him, the Holy One who cannot see cor- 
ruption. He died, indeed; but that was of his own 
free will— no overmastering force took his life from 
him. And death merely touched him; it was unable 
to retain him. The sight of such vitality, in a world 
where vitality is so pathetically absent, is unprece~- 
dented and very comforting. It declares what Christ 
does for us when our faith is given to him. He makes 
our days as the days of a tree. His endless life 
surges through us, until he rids us ‘of the tyranny and 
the presence of death. But he is divinely beautiful 
as well as divinely strong. The fine gold typifies him, 
no less than the stable acacia wood. Earth, in all its 
ages and lands, has never shown any one so altogether 
lovely as Jesus Christ, in his manhood and his God- 
head, his meekness and his majesty, his purity and 
his tenderness. Let us trust him, and adore him, with 
our whole hearts. (2) 


See, too, what heirlooms the Ark contains. Three 
memorials of the wilderness years were preserved in 
it—the vessel of manna, the rod of Aaron that 
blossomed and budded, and the two tables of the Law 
which Moses brought from the darkness and tempest 
of Sinai. These, also, may suggest Christ. He is the 
True Bread from heaven, and better than the manna, 
not only sustaining life, but. giving it; not only im- 
parting nourishment for a brief season, but 
feeding the soul forever. He surpasses’ Aaron’s 

It is perpetually springtime with him. 
There is no winter in (Christ’s calendar, when 
he is incapable of blessing us. Best of all, as 
the stern and righteous commandments were hid- 
den in God’s ark, he covers with his perfection the 
law which condemns us, and satisfies it with his un- 
flecked obedience and his atoning death, and cancels 
its heavy sentence, and silences its dolorous blast. When 
we fasten our attention on him, we lose the vision of 
the cold and inexorable tables of stone, and are res- 
cued-from the doom they pronounce. Christ blots out 
the handwriting that is against us. He ‘brings us 
peace. (3) 

And see, once more, what a gleaming and golden 
lid crowns the Ark. It is the lid of the Mercy Seat, 
and the wings of the cherubim brood over it. Once 
every year the high-priest sprinkles it with blood, 
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Lesson for August 1 
a Samuel 6:1-19; Psalm 24 : 7-10 


and the perfume from his cénser ascends 
to heaven, and he makes intercession 
there for himself and for the sins of 
the people. And then, the complete year 
round, the blood lies ruddy on the yel- 
low gold, and the glory of the Lord 
shines between the cherubim. This, too, 
speaks of our great High Priest. He is 
both the Mercy Seat and the Minister 
who stands beside it— Minister of a 
better sanctuary than the old. With his 
own blood he appears before God on 
our behalf; here is Christ’s prevailing 
and victorious argument. Moreover, he 
is always there, not once only in the re- 
volving year on some solemn festival, 
but every hour and ary moment ; and, 
always, the eyes of God dwell on him 
‘with satisfaction, and on our Mercy Seat 
the glory of the Lord shines. (4) - 


“ Day and night our Jesus makes no 


pause, 

Pleads His own fulfilment of all laws, 

Veils with His perfections mortal flaws, 

Clears the culprit, pleads the desperat- 
cause.” 


Go to Christ when-you will, you find 
him ready to be your Advocate, and you 
find the Father ready on his dear Son’s 
account to give you exceeding abundantly 
above all you ask or think. 

This is the Gospel of the Ark. And, 
though David could not decipher it as 
clearly as we can, he saw enough of it 
to make him glad. 


CARLUKE, SCOTLAND. 
ae 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Sure Thing.—The ark of Jehovah 
remained in the house of Obed-edom 
... and Jehovah blessed Obed-edom (v. 
11). The soap man advertises, “Have 
you a little fairy in your home?” But 
this Corner cries, “Have you ‘the ark 
of the Lord’ in your home?” And you 
can have the religion just as easily as 
you can the soap —and you do not Bon 
to pay a dime a cake for it, either. God 
has fos years been trying to get his ark 
into homes, that he might keep them 
clean and happy, blessed and prosperous. 
Wherever you find a home in which there 
is no chumminess, no thoughtfulness, 
no keeping of days, no flowers, no 
Somebody’s best, no love, no gentleness, 
no thrift, you may know for a certainty 
that Obed-edom does not dwell there 
with the ark of the Lord in the living- 
room. As most know, for twenty-seven 
years I have had a little Sunday-school 
at Rock Run, a Coatesville suburb where 
live only folks who work for wages 
—white, black, and foreign. In all 
the families in which we have been 
able to put the ark of the Lord, bless- 
ing and prosperity have come in_ the 
single span of my administration. I am 
thinking of one family into which is 
coming as I write about $500 per month. 
When we found that family, the father 
was dead in the house, and the widow 
with six little children had neither food 
nor fuel. We have raised them in our 
little Sunday-school, and the boys have 
good jobs im-the mills, and the girl in 
the factory, and all live at home with 
their mother and the two “kids.” I can 
multiply this case many times. God's 
promise never fails at Rock Run. God’s 
promise never fails anywheree from 
Obed-edom’s day to Rock Run’s day 
(Psa. 112:3; Rom. 8:32; 1 Tim. 4:8). 


“Catching On.”—David went and 
brought up the ark of God... with joy 
(v. 12).’ You cannot get away from 
facts in Coatesville, Rock Run, or old 
Jerusalem. David was one of the world’s 
ablest men. He “caught on” (that need 
not be slang, if you don’t choose to), and 
brought the ark of the Lord up where he 
lived, and “with gladness” at that. But 
little men — in Coatesville — even though 
they can see, every day, religion bless- 
ing all the families into which it is taken 
(for Rock Run has no patent on mill- 
man prosperity), do not have grasp 
and gumption enough to “catch on” to 
the ark of the Lord ‘for themselves. Al- 
most every boss up and down the Creek 
is both a church and a Sunday-school 
man. The same is true of the success- 
ful tradesmen and professional men up 
and down the street. Nobody had to 
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with David as to the value of that 
nak to the Réom housebald, add netndy 


ought to be uired to argue with a 
bright yo fellow like oe. Vinee was 
only one ark in that day. But this our 


day is the day of the Holy Spirit, and 
God is everywhere. In that humble lit- 


tle house in Rock Run with the poor | will 


widow and the six babies and no bread- 
winners but her own two arms, and in 
the family of the mill-owner uptown in 
whose great steel works the widow’s 
three boys are able to arrange it so 
“mother and the girls” can always “live 
on ed Street” (Acts 17: 24-28; Eph. 
1: 23). 
in Religion.—She despised him in 
her heart Wy; 16). Saul’s daughter and 
very “swell,” even though her —_ 
Dad had been only a farmer’s boy. The 
first time we meet him he is out hunt- 
ing the livestock that had jumped the 
fence. Generally that kind, eh? When 
you see a fellow making a row over 
food and service you can make a good 
guess how he lives at home. The man 
used to three square meals and good 
attention can stand a “bum feed” and 
neglect. He just laughs and winks and 
says, “Stung,” and gets even with the 
impudent waiter by skipping the tip. The 
real trouble with Michal was that she 
was out of sympathy with David's ideas. 
Unlike her fine brother Jonathan. Had 
probably backslid with her father. Like 
Saul she started splendidly. We enjoyed 
seeing her make up the dummy after 
lowering David out of the window (1 
Sam. 19:12, 13). There were love and 
ginger and adventure in that. But now 
avid is letting his religion get a good 
hold of him. That was too much for 
Michal’s aristocratic piety. She did not 
think the active, enthusiastic, whole- 
souled, voiceful kind of religion was the 
sort for a king. There have been other 
Michals —even in Coatesville! David 
was too big a man to care what Michal 
did in her. heart, or out of it, when it 
came to a matter between God and him. 
A connubial sneer and a wifely hold- 
back have handicapped and cold-watered 
many a whilom joyous Christian. But 
the strong Davidic man dances and sings 
right on, (1) 


CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 
we 


Reading Suggestions on the 
Lesson of Two Weeks Hence 


HE following books and pamphlets on 

the lesson of August 15, “The Sins and 

Sorrows of David” (2 Sam. 12:9, 10; 
18 : 1-15), will be found useful. 


The suggestions are here given in advance, 
so that there may be time for ordering. Sec- 
tion I mentions works from various pub- 
lishers, and will be found, two weeks later, 
in Dr. Griffith Thomas’ lesson article. Sec- 
tion II describes publications of The Sunday 
School Times Company. 

I. The volumes on 2 Samtel in the Pulpit 
Commentary (Funk and Wagnalls, New York, 
s1 vols., $2 a vol.; sold only in sets), the 
Cambridge - Bible for Schools (Geo. P. Put- 
nam’s Sons, New York, 75 cts.), and the 
Expositor’s Bible (Geo. H. Doran Co., New 
York, $1). ‘Books on David are “David, the 
King of Israel,” by Dr. W. M. Taylor 
(Harper and Bros., New York, $1.50), and 
“David,” by Dr. F. B. Meyer (Fleming H. 
Revell Co., New York, $1). Some very help- 
ful material will also be found in Vol. 5 in 
series of “The Bible,” by Dr. A. B. Simpson 
(Alliance Publishing Co., New York, $1). 
An especially good volume is “The Many 
Sided David,” by Philip E. Howard (Associa- 
ation. Press, New York, 90 cts.). 

Il. Frederick Hall has in a rare way caught 
the spirit of so many of the Bible stories 
in his book, “A Voice in the Night ($1). 
In the third chapter, called “The Regicide,” 
he tells the story of David’s sin and grief 
in most delicate fashion, and yet in a way 
that grips and carries one on to the end in 
exciting interest. We see Uriah basely be- 
trayed in battle; we notice the indignation 
of Benaiah, who knows nothing of the plot, 
and the cool cynicism of General. Joab, who 
“has his orders”; we follow the angry jour- 
ney to David, the prophet’s sympathetic but 
penetrating story — and the king bowed down 
in sorrow for his crime. Imagination adds 
just enough to make the whole thing most 
realistic. The story, if read to the men’s 
or women’s class, will make a most effective 
close to the lesson. 


For those who prefer to spend more time 
on Absalom, there is good material in the 
long chapter on Funerals and Mourning in 
the East in Henry Clay Trumbul,’s “Studies 
in Oriental Social Life” ($1.75). Both books 


are published by The Sunday School Times 


Company, Philadelphia. 
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point, you are in the way of blessing, 
and becomes a real delight to “enter 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday | into his gates with thanksgiving.”—From 
OP eee ee ee as eevee | the Rev. Evgn H. Hopkins, in Keswick 
they may not be considered at all. not| Week. Sent by the Rev. W. Haslam, 


submit illustrations without first securing a |B 


circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the rors lesson calendar, which 
be sent for five cents in stamps. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars- for the best one each week. 


illustrations oth verses than th 
@ilden Teuk atmo ail and will 


stand a better chance +f acceptance than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 


Short ees from it +o wae 
The nse.—U zzah eg forth his 
2 Sam. 6:6). 
In the throne room of one of the paiaces 
across the sea some of the crown jewels 
are exposed to view without the presence 
of a guard in the room. It would seem 
as if one might easily take these jewels, 
for there would none present to 
hinder, but around the edge of the 
table plays a strong electric current, and 
the hand that reaches out for the jewels 
would be paralyzed, so the jewels are 
quite safe. God’s Word is far more 
valuable and precious to him than all 
the jewels that deck earthly crowns, and 
we know to-day that the Sword still 
flashes forth from all sides to. defend 
against the one who dares to put forth 
his hand of “Reason.”—From “When 
Home is Heaven,” by J. Wilbur Chap- 
man. Sent by Charles F. Bailey, Beloit, 
Ohio. (1) 


A Searching Question.—Jehovah hath 
blessed the house of Obed-edom (v. 12). 
Some years ago, after a convention in 
Scotland, a man came to me taking ob- 
jection to things said in the meeting. “It 
is all very well for you men to preach 
holiness,” he said, “but I have got all 
this in Christ.” He spoke in rather a 
pompous strain, and I said to him: “Yes, 
but have you got it in Glasgow?” The 
answer was not quite so ready. The 
house of Obed-edom enjoyed God’s bless- 
ing and manifested it wherever they 
went, so must we.—From Dr. J. Stuart 
Holden. Sent by the Rev. W. Haslam, 
B.D., Oswaldtwistle, Lancashire, Eng. 
The prize for this week is awarded to 
this illustration. (2) 


How Sweet Is It?—And David .... 
brought up the ark ... with joy (v. 12). 
I have read of a little colored boy down 
in Mississippi who was converted to God, 
and he was so happy he did not know 
what to do with himself. He Jaughed, 
and finally he cried out, “Oh, it is sweet, 
it is sweet as molasses!” Yes, you laugh 
at that; but twenty-eight hundred years 
before that, Israel’s royal singer said: 
“It is sweeter than the honey and the 
honeycomb.” One lived in a honey coun- 
try, and the other in a molasses coun- 
try; but the sentiment is exactly the 
same.—From Dr, Meredith. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Streatham Hill, London, 
Eng. (3) 


A Return Ticket.—Who is this King 
of glory? Jehovah of hosts, He is the 
King of glory (Psa. 24:10). A Chris- 
tian woman was once talking to a ser- 
vant of Christ about the assurance of 
her gafety in the Saviour, and said, “I 
have taken a single ticket to glory, and 
do not intend to come back.” Where- 
upon the man of God replied, “You are 
going to miss a lot. I have taken a re- 
turn ticket, for I am not only going to 
meet Him in the glory, but I am coming 
back with him in power and great glory 
to the earth.”—From the Prophetic News 
and Israel’s Watchman. Sent by J. A. 
Raiser, Bucyrus, Ohio. 


Praise All the Way.—And into his 
courts with praise (Golden Text). Said 
the colored man at Colonel Clark’s Mis- 
sion in Chicago: “Bredren, when I gets 
to de gates ob heben, if dey shuts me 
out, I’M say, ‘Anvhow, I had a good time 
getting here’!”—From Dr. Weddell, in 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by W. 
J. Hart, D.D., Sandy Creek, N. Y. 


An Improvement.—Enter into his 
gates with thank giving (Golden Text). 
That saintly woman, the late Frances 
Ridley Havergal, used to say, “Once the 
will of God was a sigh; now it has be- 
come a song.” When you get to that 








.D. Oswaldtwistle, Lancashire, Eng. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories" 





DAVID BRINGS THE ARK 
To JERUSALEM 
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Suggestions for Use in Class 


Teachers will find the lesson heading up 
helpfully into two fine themes, namely: 

1. Give God the central place in all your 
schemes. 

2. Do that thing in the divinely ordered 
way. 

If your pupils will give you a fairly good 
account of the scenes, these lessons will be 
self-evident, and it will require but a word 
or two from the teacher to impress them 
as the narrative proceeds. 

Be sure to have the references from First 
Chronicles brought into the testimony. 

Clip scenes apart, paste on cardboard, and 
distribute to pupils on the Sunday before 
the lesson, with the request that they come 
prepared to describe in detail as the num- 
bers are called. 

Save scenes for Review Sunday. 


we 


Do you lack time for going out with 
the youngsters? For $1.25 you can have 
the fun anyway in “The Out-of-Doors 
Club,” by Samuel Scoville, Jr. Its “des- 
perate adventures” were originally found 
in the Children’s Department of this 
paper. It may be had from The Sunday 
School Times Company, Philadelphia. 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we would exalt thy name in joyous recog- 
nition of what thou art to us in all our 
ways. We rejoice that we have the evidence 
of thy love on every hand. We thank thee 
for thy care in all the years, We pray that 
wherever thy children gather to worship 
thee, they may know the reality of thy 
presence, and the unceasing lovingkindness 
pf thy purposes for them. May our worship 
be rendered in sincerity and in truth, not 
as in the sight of man, but as unto thee, 
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Joy is a part of 
rightful worship. . The dull and reluctant 
mind dragged to chirch by a half-hearted 
wilf is never whole-hearted in its wor- 
ship. Whether the church in which we 
sincerely worship is a little frame house 
or a beautiful edifice, God is there. If 
we do not enjoy the worship of God 
there is something sadly — with us. 
It is not a question as to whether we 
like the sermon or the music; joy in 

- God’s house and sincere worship do not 
depend upon others, but upon our own 
relationship with God nimself through 
Christ, in whose name we gather to open 
our hearts to him. If we needed the ark 
to-day we shuld have it. What we do 
need is to realize the presence of God. 
ls he real to you in your church; in your 
Sunday-school? Let us pray. 





DO I HAVE 
JOY 


PRAISE IN WORSHIP ? 


THANKSGIVING 











Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty.” 
“Steadily marching on.” 

“Who is the King of glory?” 
“Jerusalem, the golden.” 

“True-hearted, whole hearted.” 

“Lead on, O King eternal.” 

“Onward Christian soldiers.” 

“Now the day is over.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” pu lished by United Presby- 
térian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.) 

Psalm 100: 1-§ (201: 1-3) . 
Psalm 96 : 1-13 (193 : 1-3). 
Psalm 24: 1-10 (49 : 1-3). 
Psalm 92: 1-15 (184 : 1-3). 
Psalm 95 : 1-11 (189 : 1-3). 





| Department Helps 





The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner’ 


OTE.—To-day’s story will be plainer 

and more interesting if a small 
model of the ark is made. Cover a 
small box with gilt paper; fasten two 
rings on each side, through which pen- 
cils may be passed to represent the 
poles by which it could be carried. 


Review and Intervening Events. —Re- | 
call briefly stories showing how David; 
honored God before he became king. 

After he moved from the hill country 
of Hebron to the great city of Jerusalem 
he was more anxious than ever to honor 
God. He was to live in Jerusalem many 
years. A friendly king sent messengers 
and cedar trees, with carpenters and 
stone-masons to help to build a beautiful 
palace home for King David. He had 
a large family of boys and girls. 

Then an enemy king brought his army 
to fight, but God gave the victory to 
David. 

Lesson Teaching—God'’s way is the 
right way. 

Lesson Story—It was in David's heart 
to honor God by building a beautiful 
temple for walt. but the time had 
not yet come. A big tent, or tabernacle, 
was the place of worship. Many years 
before, there had been kept in the taber- 

‘Mnacle the gold-covered ark of God, which 
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that day when Eli’s sons carried it to 
the battlefield, and the Philistines took 
it from them to their country and placed 
it in their idol’s temple. Because trouble 
came, they moved it from place to place, 
until at last they decided to send it back, 
which they did on a cart drawn by oxen 
(i Sam. chaps. 4 to 6). 

Some men working in a wheat field 
saw the ark coming back. They stopped 
their work to rejoice.. After that, for 
many years, the ark was kept in the house 
of a good man who lived about ten miles 
from Jerusalem. 

King David decided to bring back the 
ark to the tabernacle where it belonged. 
In God’s Word were the directions tell- 
a exactly the right em to carry the 
ark —on the shoulders of men, by poles 
which went through strong rings on each 
side of the ark. 

David did not study God’s directions, 
but prepared to bring it back on a new 
cart drawn by oxen, just as the Philis- 
tines had returned it from their country. 
They did pot have God’s laws to tell 
them the right way. 

David and many people went to the 

ood man’s house where the ark had 

n kept so long. It was brought out 
and a joyful procession started with it. 
The music was beautiful, for David and 
others played on harps, cornets, and 
trumpets. 

All went well at first, but when the 
oxen stumbled and the ark shook a man 
took hold of it, which was against God’s 
law. The joy was turned into mourn- 
ing. They could carry the ark no farther 
that day, so it was placed in Obed-edom’s 
home, where it stayed three months be- 
fore David tried again to bring it to 
Jerusalem. 

He asked himself, How shall the ark 
of the Lord come to me? Then he 
studied God’s directions and learned the 
right way—that no one except the 
Levites should handle the ark (1 Chron. 
15:2, 13, 25-28). 

David chose some Levites to carry the 
ark by poles on their shoulders; with 
singing and trumpets, the joyful pro- 
cession brought the ark safely to Jeru- 
salem and placed it in God’s tabernacle. 
They sang praises and made offerings 
to the Lord. David provided a feast 
for the people and blessed them. Then 





they went home happy, because the ark 
of God was again in their tent of wor- 
ship. They could worship the Lord 
in the beauty of holiness. They 
could enter into his gates with thanks- 

iving, and into his courts with praise. 

hat could they thank him for? What 
may we thank him for? 

Hand-work—Draw an open book, 
write on the two pages God’s Way — the 
Right Way. 

Expression —Which is better, to choose 
the right or the wrong way? Our Bible 
verses teach the right way to live. 
Father, mother, and teachers help us to 
know the right way. Even King David 
made a mistake when he carried the ark 
of God the wrong way. Close with 
prayer, “Help us to do the things we 
should.” 


Peoria, IL. 
ve 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1, A brief history of the ark of the 
covenant. 

2. The story of its removal to Jeru- 
salem. 

3. The place of the ark in the wor- 
ship of Israel. 











HE last mention of the ark in this 

series of lessons was of its being 
carried into battle by the sons of Eh, 
captured by the Philistines, returned by 
them after seven months, and being 
placed in the house of Abinadab, where 
it remained for twenty years (1 Sam. 
6:1 to 7:2). But it will be best for 
our younger girls to begin at the be- 
ginning of the history of this ark, so 
rey sketch for them what lies back 
of 1 Samuel. One girl can give an ex- 
act description of it as God first gave 
it to Moses, at Mt. Sinai (Exod. 25: 
10-22) ; another of the “most holy place” 
in the tabernacle, in which it was kept 
(26: 31-34) ; another of the manner of 
carrying it from place to place on their 
long journey (Num, 4:5, 6; 10: 33-36) ; 
and still another a mention of part of 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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was the most holy of all the furniture. 
The Children of Israel lost the Ark 





Is yours an Obed-edom heart ? 
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the remarkable history connected with 
it (Josh. 3; 43 Mah re when the Jor- 
dan waters divi before it and the 
walls of Jericho fell as it preceded the 
people in their m ’ 

It had rested at both Gilgal and Shi- 
loh after their entrance into the land, 
but just what is meant by the “temple” 
spoken of in the boéks of Samuel is dif- 
ficult to determine, — whether it was the 
original tabernacle structure, or a new 
tabernacle like the original one. In spite 
of the hundreds of years which had 
elapsed after it was made in the wilder-_ 
ness the former seems more likely to 
have been true, considering the excel- 
lence of all its materials, extreme . 
care taken of it, the dry climate, and 
God’s preserving care of all his people 
during those wilderness years. We have 
God’s own word for it that this “temple” 
was not a house of worship (1 Chron. 
17: 5, 6) 

2. For to-day’s lesson we must take up 
the story at the point of the return of 
the ark by the ilistines (1 Sam. 6: 
21 to 7:2), touch upon its presence at 
Nob, when David fled there from Saul 
(1 Sam. 21) —at least the place of wor- 
ship was there, so presumably the ark 
was also, though it is not mentioned, 
as the table of the shewbread must have 
been (Mark 2:26) —and then tell the 
story of David’s first attempt to bring it 
up to his new capital city, Jerusalem, with 
its terrifying arrest. 

Here we come upon one of the type 
cases of punishment in the Bible —like 
the sudden death of Ananias and of 
Sapphira preserved for us, as they were 
sent to the Israelites, in ne to save 
us from eternal punishment. Tere God 
taught all who that day. witnessed 
Uzzah’s death how he hates sin. (1) 

The word here translated “error,” 
traced to its root meaning, holds the 
idea of “fault, wrong, thing amiss, neg- 
ligence,” and all of these may be justly 
charged against Uzzah, for he had had 
abundant opportunity to know exactly 
both how God wanted the ark carried 
from place to place, and how surely God 
had always protected it from harm, Dis 
obedience and lack of faith were in hi 
sin (when we consider this punishmen 
from his viewpoint alone), and there 
was as well the necessity to impress the 
people with the seriousness of such sin 
and with the sanctity of the ark. 

Complete the story of the second and 
successful attempt, after the three- 
months’ stay in the house of Obed- 
edom, with its attending blessing to that 
house. Note the climax of the great 
procession of joy, when:the king “blessed 
the people in the name of Jehovah of 
hosts” (verse 18), even as the under- 
taking was begun in that Holy Name. 
“David arose, and went With all the 
people .. . to bring up from thence the 
ark of God, which is called by the 
Name, even the name of Jehovah of 
hosts” (verse 18), , 


3. This leads us right into our fast 
point— the place of the ark in_the 
worship of God’s ancient people. First 
of all, make clear that the ark was not 
an idol or image of any sort to be wor- 
shiped as representing God himself. If 
you can read to your girls Hebrews 9: 
I-12, in Weymouth’s “New Testament 
in Modern Speech,” you will have God’s 
own inspired explanation of its true 
use and meaning, in words of your girls’ 
ownevocabulary. The ark was not an 
object of worship, but rather an ob- 
ject lesson in worship. It was there the 
people through their Hjgh Priest met 

(2 Kings 19:15), whose visible 
lory dwelt.there (Exod. 25:22; Psa. 
i: 3). even as it dwelt in the .man 
Christ Jesus, who was himself com- 
plete fulfilment for us of all the ark 
typified. But. he is not only oue Way 
to God, he is God. (2) 


Home Study 
Memorize Psalm 24, and read 1 Chron- 
icles 16. 


Atranta, Ga. 


Dr. W. T. Ellis’. book, “Men and Mis- 
sions,” is a most valuable aid to any one 
interested in missions. It is full of 
“meat” — stories, statistics, data, charts 
—and inspiration. It may be had from 
The Sunday School Times Co. at $1.50. 
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nee PRAY 


. was a way he could have 
‘wire away from the boy. 
‘did it later with a pole. 


’ electrici 


‘this Bible 
' Chron. 15: 11-15). 


Lesson for August 1 - 
2 Samuel 6:1-19; Psalm 24: 7-10 


Say, Fellows — 
~ Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Touching a trolley wire. 
Discussion: What difference will it 
make in a “ty ig F spgescster ws in loa fe 
elopmen: s manhood oe 

pede otis for God’s laws, God’s 
house, God’s holy sabbath, and God’s 
+ Name? 

Objective: Enthrone Jesus Christ as 
King, and make his rules the governing 
factor of all our schemes. 


AY, fellows, down town the other 
day a man tried to save a boy who 
was caught near some wires, and got 
killed himself for his trouble. Hard 
Yet he had nobody to 











luck,. ‘wasn’t it? 


blame for it but himself. He took hold 


of.a wire which carried the electric 
current for the street cars. He broke 
a law of nature and got punished. ‘ There 
otten the 
A Boy Scout 


with the hand or touching with a sti 
—very little, perhaps, but the law of 
made the difference important, 
so that the one meant death — the other, 
life! (1) ; ; 
Now here comes along King David 
trying twice to move the ark of the 
Lord up to Jerusalem where it ought to 
be, the first attempt proving fatal be- 
cause he was foolish enough to try to 
handle ‘it as the Philistines did, instead 
of doing it strictly by the rules God had 
made —rules which ‘David should have 
known. very well; because they were in 
(Num. 4:46, 15; also I 
he’ rules required 
that the ark should be carried on poles 
resting on the shoulders of certain men 
set apart for that service, but David per- 
mitted them to put it on an ox cart, at- 
tended by Ahio and Uzzah, two well- 
meaning fellows, no doubt, but not ac- 
cording to the rules. One of the oxen 
stumbled, the ark jostled, and Uzzah 
ut his hand on it to steady it. Presto! 
Bezah. a dead man onthe side of the 


ust the difference between verger 


‘ road! (2 


) 
They called David from-where he was 
marching at the front of the procession, 
and when he got back there and saw 


shock, for he knew’ he was just as guilty 
as Uzzah—and perhaps more so. He 
ordered the men to take the ark into 
Obed-edom’s house beside ‘the road and 
be careful to pick it ‘up by the poles. 
Then he went on back>-to jerusalem 
without it. He got ovit the Book: of 


‘Numbers and went ovér the rules about 


the-ark very carefully.“ 'For three months 
he studied the matter... Then he went 
after the ark again ~—this time in. God’s 
way. He called for ‘the priests and the 


‘men: appointed to carry the ark; he or- 
‘ganized. a band and a 


reat choir of 
singers, and went to Obed-edom’s house. 
There they. picked up the ark by the 
poles and started. Still David was scared 
and when they had moved forwar 
only ten yards (“six paces”) he made 
them stop, while a sacrifice of oxen and 
rams. was made to the Lord. (3 

David was overjoyed when he saw 
everything going well, and he began 
to dance and to sing. All the way to 
Jerusalem he danced and shouted for 


joy. ; 

David thought a lot of the ark, be- 
cause it-meant the presence of God, and 
that meant in this case the blessing of 
God.. As he grew older and wiser he 
had greater reverence for. God’s house 
ahd all the holy things which were tokens 
of.God’s presence. In one of the psalms 
he wrote: 

The Lord is in his holy temple; 

Let all the earth keep silence before him. 

The least a boy can do for God’s 
honer is to keep quiet.in church. 

The best a boy can do for himself 
is to put God at the very center. of his 
every interest——the fear of God, love 
~ God, and reverence for ‘all his holy 
aw. 

Take hold as God says, and everything 
will go fine! 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 


For better understanding of David's 
acts of kindness to Saul’s.grandson and 
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Shall He Go in for College 
‘ Dramatics? _ 
( Continued from page 392) 

to college for social life. The problem 
is not even the problem of the young 
person who goes to college with the idea 
of becoming a well-educated man or 
woman. The problem is distinctly the 
problem of the Christian student, the 
student who goes to college to prepare 
to become a Christian worker, and per- 
haps a minister or a missionary. No one 
who has not attended such a small col- 
lege can realize the pressure brought to 
bear upon the Christian students by those 
members of the student body who are 
not Christians, or who are lukewarm 
Christians, and even by members of the 
faculty, sometimes. ften the motive 


hibosheth — read 1 
24 : 20-22. 


for this persuasion is a high one, and | 


the character of those who give it is be- 
ond reproach, but they have never 
aced some of the facts that our Chris- 
tian student has faced. They are usually 
looking at things negatively, and their 
reply is, “There isn’t anything wrong 
with it that I can see.” 


| 





And so there arises in the minds of. 
those who want to encourage Christian | 


young people to go to. college, or who 
want to see those students in the college 
who are not active Christians become 
so, a very real problem. For if the col- 
lege permits amateur dramatics, there is 
going to be some hard pressure sooner 
or later brought to bear upon €very cap- 
able student to participate in them. If 
the college permits amateur dramatics, 


it is to the interest of the coach and all | 


concerned to see that the play is pro- 
duced in good style, and with an air of 
professionalism. 
three things: 


This usually means | 
’ ! 


1. Students are chosen who are best. 


fitted for the part. 
everything else is disregarded. They are 
often used even though it is evident to 
all that their wotk must suffer. One 
who: has never “participated in a’ play 


| knows little of the hours upon hours of 


> ; | time that are spent upon the rehearsing, 
what had happened, it gave him an awful | P P me 


even of a minor part. No one would 
think of spending ‘the same amount of 
time on other things. Moreover, con- 
scientious scruples are continually and 
almost systematically broken down by 
such arguments as have been given. No 
objtction is allowed to count. 


Often practically Mon.—Mutual Imprevement (Dan. 1 


2. The elements of lifelikeness and 


naturalness are introduced i 
plays by every possible method. Swear- 
ing or rough and unchristian language is 
usually allowed, because the:play wouldn’t 


college, 


be true to life without it. Personal con- | 


tact, such as kissing and caressing in 


various forms, is usually required in’ 


some part of every play. 


3. Students are usually expected to use 
an opportunity to see the play they are 
about to give, if it is given in the neigh- 
borhood, in a theater. If this particular 


play is not available, a similar one may | 


recommended, or the abilities of 
some famous actor may be copied from 
moving. pictures. 

The writer is making no rules for 
sttidents who are not ristians. But 
he does feel like making it as an un- 
qualified statement, that the Christian 
college student has no business to par- 
ticipate in college dramatics. Moreover, 
as attendance itself is the encouragement 
these dramatics thrive on, the only con- 
sistent thing to do is to stay-away from 
them. -Hasn’t any one a right to ask, 
“Why wére you there, then, if you don’t 
approve of them?” 

Some students have made it the rule 
of their lives to ask themselves the ques- 
tion, “What would. Jesus do?” This is 
an excellent standard in some ways. But 
perhaps a rule which gives the answer in 
a more tangible form is this: “Can I 
turn to the person next to me, and talk 
with him about his soul’s welfare?” No 
Christian has any business ever doing 
anything, going anywhere, or saying 
anything, which would hinder him from 
witnessing for Christ. If I am swearing, 
or kissing a cook in an almost vulgar 


| 


| Wed.—Moral Improvement (1 Kings 3 : 5-15). 





manner, or rehearsing a play on a Sun- 
day afternoon, I am not in the frame 
of mind to talk with my friend Bill about 
his. attitude toward the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

There is only one thing for the con- 
sistent college to do — that coll that 
wants to be four-sqdare for Christ and 
his work. That is to éliminate dramatics 
from its calendar. - And,‘ moreover, it 
might be well for a brief statement of 
the reasons for such action to be printed 
in ‘the college bulletin, in order that all 
may know that it is done from a con- 
scientious reason, and not merely one 
of expediency. The Christian college 
should not cater to that part of its stu- 
dent body which comes to it for a good 
time, or even for a worldly education. 
The Christian college should take every 
step to guard and foster its Christian 
element, and never put stumbling blocks 
in its way. } 

May.we see clearly and act firmly, in 
these days of confusion of thought and 
inconsistency of action. 


Los ANGELES, CAL. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Paul Rader 








August 8 Problems of Recreation in Our 
Community. Rom. 14:7, 13-19. 
August 15. Lessons from the Poets. Exod. 
15 : I-TI, 

August 22. Receiving Praise and Giving It. 
Rom, 1:8; 1 Thess. 1 : 2-10. 

August 29. The Beauties and Wonders of 
God’s World. Psa. 65 : 1-13. (An outdoor 
meeting.) 





Sunday, August 1 

Self-Improvement 

(Psa. 25 : 1-12) 
(Consecration Meeting) 


; 21-4, 17). 
The word “improvement” has no place in 
salvation. A sinner cannot improve; his 
only hope is in’ regeneration through the 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
Then, as a new creature, he may improve 
his God-given opportunity to take the. life 
ef Jesus Christ and allow it to have full 
sway. 

be riage Improvement (Col. 1 : 9-14). 
T Spirit of Jesus cur Lord cannot be 
improved upon. Folks might see improve- 
ment in us, but it is only when his Spirit 
is having his right of way in our lives. 


Never speak of Christianity or Christian liv- 
ing as “moral improvement,” any more 
than you would speak of improvement o 
the spring, or improvement on the pure’ 
water. Christ gave his life for us an 
gives himself to us. He knocks at the 
door of our hearts, we.Jet him in, and we 
have the morality of Christ,—not an im- 
proved morality of our. ewn. -Christ is our 
holiness, Christ himself is our morality. 

Thurs.—Growth Through the Word (1: Peter 
2:1-8). The word “growth” is far better 
than improvement. You can gfow up ih 
the things of Christ, grow in the knowl- 
edge of Christ, grow in the power and the 
love of Christ, rooted and grounded in 
him. This takes place through his Word, | 
the Bible. 

Fri.—Inner Ilumination (John 8:12; Eph. 5: 
8-14). There is a sun shining without our 
bodies that is a light for our feet and our 
hands, a light to show the world, to us 
with all its variety of color and form; and 
those who. are born again do ‘not walk in 
darkness, but have the Light’ of Life, Jesus 
Christ. He-,is the illumination of our whole 
life; in him ‘and by him we see..- 

Sat.—Paul’s Preparation (Acts 22 : 1-5). Paul’s 
preparation for his«.work was not in his 
home. city of ‘Tarsus, nor at the feet of 
Gdmaliel, where he was taught the perfect 
manner of the law of the fathers, but his 
preparatién took place on the road to 
Damascus and in Arabia, where God led 
him to teach him. 


ET: us reiterate the fact that there is 

no such. thing as. self-improvement 
from a spiritual standpoint. God nailed 
self to the cross when he made his Son 
to be sin for us, on the cross.. The only 
chance for any improvement for any 
man is through faith. Christians are 
called “beliévers,”' and they have laid 
cown the works of self, all the tools 





of the self-life, have taken theit hands 
off, and reckoned themselves to be dead, 
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and allowed Christ to work out his own 
way. The Christian is clay in the hands 
of the Potter; the improvements are 
all the work of his fingers. 

How beautiful are the finger-marks 
of the Potter in a human life. Maybe 
Paul meant this when he said, “I bear 
in my body the marks of the Lord 
Jesus.” Thus the finger-prints are living 
marks: It is a dying daily, it is a liv- 
ing sacrifice, it is bearing the cross, suf- 
fe with him, rejoicing with them 
that do rejoice, and weeping with them 
that weep, forpeting all else but Christ 
and others. ll the improvement seen 
by others in our lives will be but the 
work of his nail-pierced hand, will be 
himself working in us and through us. 


How can we test our efficiency 7— 
There is only one way of testing effi- 
ciency, and that is by wang a perfect 
record. In this way you stand aside and 
watch yourself go by, by looking at that 
record. 


How can we increase our efficiency? 
—If you follow the record closely you 
will see that all your own working 
amounts to nothing and ends in failure, 
sorrow, and despair. When you are sure 
of this you will turn to the working of 
Christ, which is victory. Allow the Holy 
Spirit to work his own ways; he will be 


| your efficiency, he has come for just 


that purpose, he is there in the glory 
for nothing else. 


How does system in study help self- 
improvement ?—In the laws of efficiency 
record comes first. Then from this rec- 
ord a plan can be made. Suppose you 
keep a record for one week of what 
you do with your time. At the end of 
the week, if you sum up all your seven 
to eight o’clock morning hours they may 
all have been spent in bed. All of your 
nine to eleven o’clock hours at night 
may have been spent out of bed, but 
wasted. If you are wise, you will change 
your system; you will put study into 
some of those wasted hours, and thus 
improve your day. 

Moopy CHurcH TABERNACLE, CHICAGO, 


For a thorough understanding of the 
events of the Old Testament you should 
hawe the keen “Analytical Outlines of 
the Old Testament,” sold by The Sunday 
School Times Co., at. 75 cents. 


The Story of the 
Pilgrim Fathers 


told in a refreshingly new 
way from the young folks’ 
point of view. 

A picture of the Puritans 
that will surprise and de- 








light. 
Illustrated, $1.25, postpaid. 
FOR SALE BY 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES Co. 
1031 Walnut Street, -~~ Philadelphia | 























Seven Signs 
of the Times 


HAve you studied the signs of 
the times in the light of God's 
Word? There is a clear little mes- 
sage, in pamphlet form, making 
plain to the ordinary man the sig- 
nificance of the Jewish Sign to-day, 
the Gentile Government Sign to- 


day, the Jerusalem Sign to-day, and. 


four other signs in current events, 
which all tell an amazing and true 
story in relation to our Lord's Re- 
turn. The booklet is fascinating 
reading, both for those who know 
much and those who know little of 
Bible prophecy. It is by the well- 
known Bible teacher Lewis Sperry 
Chafer, and is published at 20 cents, 
tpaid, by The Sunday School 
imes Co., 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 
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p— JUST OUT ee stirs ‘Ameren. 7 
SADHU SUNDAR SINGH 


The life of the converted Sikh — one of the most 
remarkable evangelists of the world, known as 
“ The Apostle ndia,”” 


By MRS. ARTHUR PARKER 
Lendon ey, Society, Trivandram, 
India 


Dr. Jj. H. Jowett recently said: “1 feel it an 
honor to have beside me in my pulpit a native 
Christian from India who has been 60 mercifully 
blessed in Christian work.”’ 


E Mlustrated, ‘OU net 
GOD — SIN — SALVATION 
By PAUL M. KANAMORI 

‘The wonderful sermon by the ‘ Moody of Japan” 
which has secu nearly 50,000 conversions 
among the Japanese. 

Robert E. Speer says: ‘' Many will be able now 
to see how an able Japanese, with such an experi- 
ence, could put the Christian message—an ex- 
hibit in Christian apologetics, co-operation relig- 
ion and “ae method.” 


loth Binding, $1.25 











mF. H. Revell Co.,158-Sth ave., N.Y.; 17 N.Wabash ave. Chicago™ 
. efe ° 7 
Scientific Homiletics 

Bible Pedagogy for the Pulpit and’Classroom. New, 
not taught in the schools. Exegesis, sermon construc. 
tion and creative writing made practical, thorough 
and easy. All need it regardless of previous training. 
Rare equipment for evangelistic work. The blem ot 
home training for the ministry solved. Given by 
correspondence in five books, putting the best training 
for preacher and teacher into the home. For fu!) in- 
formation, 


Address, G. S. Anderson, Selma, Ala. 


UNUSUALLY ATTRACTIVE, 
INSPIRING, CHRISTIAN 


service and good wages for it, all or part time. 
The American Christian Daily is going over 
strong, but we need your help and we want to 
pay you well,—cash money for every subscriber 
you get. Write for district agency iodlay. 


THE AMERICAN CHRISTIAN DAILY CO. 
910 Garrick Building, Chicago, Illinois 


The Christian Workers’ Magazine 


Rev. James M. Gray, D.D., Editor. 
For all-who love, and teach and preach the Gospel. 
Mesthiy, 91.80 per year; three months’ trial subs 











ecription, cents. 
The Christian Workers’ Magazine 
150 Institute Place, : . - Chicago, Ill. 
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[ Children at Home 





The Burning Coals 
‘ By Wiaheimina Mampe Phillips 


bog phage was wrong with Preeya. 

For once the Big octor’s love 
name did not fit. “He wouldn’t call 
me Smile Bringer now,” she said. “I 
have no joy in my heart to-day.” 

Preeya sighed. “First of all, it makes 
me feel badly to know that the Lord 
Isa has no bell to call his people to 
church, Instead he has two pieces of 
iron ya large one upon which Abdullah 
strikes each day with a smaller bit. And 
such a horrid sound!” The little girl 
clapped both hands to her ears, as if 
even now she could hear the clanging 
echoes. She went on, “I stole two chimes 
from the lazy priest of the god Shiva, 
thinking that the Big Doctor would be 
glad to accept them for Isa. But, of 
course, the Big Doctor wouldn’t do it, 
and I understand perfectly why. The 
Lord Isa forbids stealing. So I re- 
turned the chimes to the priest. He was 
so glad to get them back that he let me 
go without punishment. But Aiyo! I’ve 

en punished since. Apalu has tended 
to that,— Apalu the Head-potter’s son — 
there he comes now.” 

Preeya shrunk back against the trunk 
of the tamarind, “I must hide,” she said 
to herself. “Whenever Apalu sees me 
he stones me. He found out about my 
stealing the chimes. He and all his peo- 
ple hate the Isa folk. Oh, he torments 
me so! How he torments me! But the 
worst thing he has ever done—™” she 
covered her face with her hands as if to 
shut out the remembrance. “Once I had 
a doll— my Beautiful One. I could not 
bear to part with her, but I gave her to 
Ajjie, who lay ill in the hospital. I gave 
it to her because she needed to be made 
happy. Apalu last week. stole the doll 











I Have an Important Message for You 





Just enclose 10c in a letter and say, “I am a tither; send me your 


message. 
be glad you sent for it. 


his is as nearly free as I can afford to make it. You'll 
Many who have read it have exclaimed, 
** | never saw it that way before! 


If you are not a tithes, please do not answer this advertisement. 


But write today. Address, 





JOSEPH COHN, 27 Throop Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 








~~ 





mary Topic, Lesson M 


International Sunday-School L. 


paper only, and mail to 


Circulation Dept. 





If You Will Send Us 


The names and the full addresses of ten persons whom you know to 
be interested in Bible study, Sunday-school and Church work, together 
with their position — Pastor, Superintendent, or Teacher, 


We Will Send You 
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from Ajjie, and threw my Beautiful One 
out into the pond. 

Just then a stone came hurtling 
through the air. Preeya fled up the Com- 
pound path, a perfect volley of stones 
clattering about her ears. Onee in safety 
she turned and shook a small fist at 
Apalu’s back. “I hate you,” she said. 
“I don’t believe that even the gentle Lord 
Isa could care about you.” . 


Two weeks passed. Over and over 
Apalu annoyed the Smile Bringer, and 
over and over again she promised her- 
self to get even with him. 

One day as Preeya was sitting by the 
gate, Apalu drew near. He locked 
straight ahead with a strange glitter in 
his eyes. In either brown cheek a red 
spot glowed. He tottered as he walked. 

_Into the girl’s mind flashed the day’s 
bit of gossip. “There is fever in the 
village. The Head-potter is very sick. 
All his servants have fled in fear.” 

Preéya watched Apalu. A strange sat- 
isfaction flowed through her heart. “He’s 
too sick to hurt me now. He’s going 
straight in the direction of the pond into 
which he threw my Beautiful One.” 

But Apalu fell before he reached the 
ae. He fell into an evil-smelling ditch. 

or a moment Preeya thought, “While 
he’s like that, he can’t hurt me. He 
can’t throw stones while he’s sick.” She 
felt for a lump on the back of her head. 
“No more bruises like that,” she said. 
But the girl was far from happy. Into 
her mind a verse had swept. “If the 
one who hurts you is hungry, feed him; 
if he’s thirsty, give him a cool drink — 
so shall you heap upon his head the 
burning coals.” 

For a moment Preeya hesitated. Then 
she went forward. “The Big Doctor 
will make Apalu well and Apalu will 
throw stones at me again, — but I must 
do what Isa tells me.” She dragged the 
fainting boy out of the ditch to the shade 
of the tamarind. Then she called the 
Doctor. A half hour later Apalu lay 
in a comfortable bed wondering as he 
dropped off to sleep why the little girl 
whom he had so often troubled had 
come to help him. One sentence only 
seemed to answer. “Isa,” he said. “She 
loves Isa.” 


Apalu in the hospital and the Head- 
potter in his darkened home became 
strong and well ompia through the loving 
service of Isa’s Big Doctor. So it was 
that before long the boy was about again, 
and Preeya, afraid, hid whenever she 
saw him. 

One morning a message came from the 
Head-potter to the Big Doctor. When 
the messenger had gone the Big Doctor 
turned to Preeya, who had been helping 


im. — 

“You arnd°I have been invited to go 
toe Potter village, Smile Bringer,” he 
said. 

Preeya trembled at the words. The 
Big Doctor smiled. “No one will hurt 
you. You mustn’t be afraid.” 

So it happened that the next day the 
very little girl and the very big man 
stood in the Potter’s village at the Head- 
potter’s door, before which every man, 
woman, and child had gathered, bearing 
the brazen images of their gods. 

The Head-potter turned to his Chris- 
tian guest with a smile. “These, my 
people, are tired of the wicked gods. 
They want to serve your loving Isa. They 
have been watching the missionaries for 
a long time, and they have said that Isa 
must indeed be a God of love to have 
such loving servants.” 

The Head-potter paused a moment. 
Then turning to Preeya he said gently, 
“You, Golden Girl, showed the love of 
Isa when you were kind to my son. He 
and Iyvare anxious to serve a God who 
teaches us to return good for evil. We 
are going to melt these oid, vain gods, 
and Apalu has begged that the metal be 
made into a bell for the Lord Isa.” 

On the road home that day the Big 
Doctor turned to the little girl. “Oh, 
be glad, Smile Bringer,” he said. “The 
bell has come. at last,—come through 
Apalu upon whose head you heaped the 
burning coals.” , 


PHILADELPHIA. 


Method books you need in Sunday- 
school werk are listed in The Sunday 
School Times’ book catalog. 
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Money Safe! 
Income Certain! 


ANNUITY BONDS meet 
every requirement of a 
highclass investment. Pay 
as high as 8%, Write for 
Booklet L. 
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cuts and pierces the heart when placed on bill 
boards Ag as when spoken from the pulpit. 
Count the people who pass your church. An artis- 
tic poster, with Scripture text, will plant a seed 
thought in the mind of each one. Regulation size 
(20! x % price $6.00 each, different text each 
month. Get bill posters’ price for erecting bill boards. 
Bill board advertising is most effective. Try it for 
ayear. It pays. 
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of posters. 
JAMES B. SPILLMAN, Religious Advertising Agency, 
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DR. I. M. HALDEMAN’S BOOK 
**WHY | AM OPPOSED TO THE 
INTERCHURCH WORLD MOVEMENT." 
For Sale — Horace L. Day,.4 White Street, New York City. 
Price 25 cents, pestgnte. ° aed of fifty or more 
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U. S. patents, Catalog and 

mailed free. Send name and 


Brooks Appliance Co., 258 A, State St, Marshall, Mich. 


If you are troubled with ANTS use 





















i Tele OI 
3 i ‘ 29) 
Mailed to your address on receipt of so cents. 
Two bottles to separate addresses for §1.00. 


THE ANTEX SPECIALTY CO. 
Box 166, Irvington Station, Indi lie Indi 


Coin mailer and full information on request. 


The Sanday Schoo! Times 


Philadelphia, July 17, 1920 


Subscription Rates 


(NOTE THE NEW RATES) 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 
postage. 

1 50 Five or more copies, either to 
aa ° separate addresses or in a 
package, to one address, $1.50 each, per 
year. 

2 00 One copy, or any number of 
$ e copies less than five, $2 each, 
per copy. One copy, five years, $8. 


In recognition of the club organizer's 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Lesson for August 1 
2 Samuel 6:1-19; Psalm 2: 7-10 





For Family Worship 





the H ~ 
ne ome Dee 
Lessons, issued by the 
School Lesson Committee. 


calls for 

by mail and otherwise. Readers are asked to pray 
Pe nod. ce and blessing of the League.— 
of The Sunday School Times. 


Avoid the Ruts 


OD’S Word is full of freshness and 

variety, from Genesis to Revelation. 
Likewise in God’s world, no two con- 
tigents are alike ; no two of anything are 
exactly alike. Man alone falls into 
monotonous ruts. If family worship is 
to be unceasingly profitable and delight- 
ful, it must be spiritual first of all, but 
the rut must’ also be-davoided. And 
therefore this week, by way of change, 
instead of the usual “Prayer SuccEs- 
TIONS” paragraph each day, a_ short 
prayer by some man well known to the 
readers of The Sunday School Times 
is introduced, a prayer which appropri- 


SIX PERCENT 
AND SAFETY 


For 25 years we have 
paid on Time Cer- 
TIFICATES which are 
fully protected “by” first 
mortgage,, always worth 
1oo cents on the dollar 


yj Sud readily cashed. : 
E}  Antyone who has saved $25 or more will be 
interested in knowing all about thig old, re- 
liable institution. . 
Write for our booklet 


6% AND SAFETY 
THE CALVERT MURTGAGE CO. 





870 Calvert Building, 


: Baltimore, Md. 
jf L——__-_— —————— 
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Gordon 


Theological, Missionary, Relig- 
jious-Educational College course 
of four years, college degree of Th. 
B. Graduate School of Theology, 
. three year course;graduate degree 
of B..1). Two-year Collegiate Training course. In- 
terdenominational. Of full college and graduate 
grade, with a wide range ot studies, permeated bya 
remarkable evangelical spirit. Notable‘faculty and 
Student body. New and beautiful fireprootbai ine 
with dormitories. Organized religious work and self- 
Support. For catalog and correspondence, address 


NATHAN R. WOOD, President, Gordon Bible College, Bostoal 

















POSITION WANTED in a Christian School as Farm 
Manager or Instructor in iculttire. Write No. 36, 
care Dr. Ernest Scott, R.F.D., Westerville, Ohio. 


Clear Baby’s Skin 
With Cuticura 
Soap and Talcum 


Ointment, Talcom. ergy where, Fereamples 
Sean .Oines ~1 Lab es Dept. V, Malden, " 


BRONZE "2 .ets 


Free Book of Designs 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, HymnBoards, Coltection Plates,etc. 


Globe’ Furniture Company, 23,Par* Place. 


AS BLYMYER CHURCH BELLS 


‘ Bring le tochurch. Their clear, beautiful, 
4 fe i om tenes. axe o ». for 
>” anteed. Inexpensive. Art catalog. & buying p! = tree. 


y, the Cincinnati Bell Foundry Co.Dept. B-78Cincinnati.o. 



























































Do you get value-from the Little 
Jetts? Here is a way— Get Mr. Smith's 
collection of some fifty sets of them. You 
can then make your Sunday afternoons 
with the children pleasant and instructive. 
You may order it from The Sunday 
School Times Co., at $r. 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES — 


ately voices both worship and petition. 
{ier rayer extracts are taken from 
's Minute,” a copyrighted book of 
daily prayers, publish the Vir Pub- 
—— Company, 200 N. Fifteenth Street, 
Philadelphia, 60 cents, postpaid.) 


July 26 to August 1 


Mon.—Numbers 4 : 4-15. 
Reverence for Holy Things. 
Im Israel, certain persons and things 
were peculiarly holy. Within the true 
church, all persons and things are holy. 
In apostasy, “forms” of holiness remain, 
but real holiness and reverence for holy 
things are lacking. A Godless age is 
an irreverent age. 


Prdver (The Rev. R. E. Neighbour 
leading): “As we bow around this fam- 
ily altar, O Lord, help us to comprehend 
the atoning efficacy of, thy death, the keep- 
ing power of thy life, and the blessed 
hope of thy coming. As parents, ma 
we guide our household aright; as chil- 
dren, may we walk worthy of the Lord 
unto all pleasing.” 

Tues.—2 Samuel 6: 1-10. The King’s Mistake. 

As shown in yesterday's Scripture 
reading, God had given special instruc- 
tions about removing the ark, but David 
chose a Philistine method (1 Sam. 6: 
7, 8), hence catastrophe. And catas- 
trophe has also befallen much of the 
church, because it too, as Dr. Scofield 
declares, “is full of Philistine ways of 
serving Christ.” 


Prayer (Melvin G. Kyle, D.D., lead- 
ing): “Lord, forgive us our sins; they 
are many, and they humble us to the dust. 
Guide and guard our ways this day. 
Lift our eyes above the narrow little 
circle of our.own horizon in life, to the 
great work of God. Find some blessed 
acl acke ded each of us to-day, and 
let us also find it.” 

Wed.—2 Samuel 6: 11-17. 
David Brings the Ark to Jerusalem. 

There are two ways of doing a right 
thing. David did a right thing in the 
wrong way when he consulted man; he 
did a right thing in the right way when 
he consulted God’s law. Calamity fol- 
lowed the former; blessing followed the 
latter. (Compare 1 Chronicles 13 and 15.) 

Prayer (John Timothy Stone, D.D., 
leading) :““ We thank’ Thee for thy Holy 
Word, and pray that our faithfulness in 
studying it may result in spiritual growth 
and development. May we never dare 
to enter upon the duties of a single day 
without the nourishment and support of 
the Word of God.” 

Thurs.—Exodus 25 : 10-22. 
, The Ark of the Covenant. 

God began with the ark, the farthest 
within; he made it also the-center of 
communion (v. 22). Man’s method. is 
to work from without inward; God’s 
method is to work from within outward. 
Man would change the heart by. chang- 
ing environment; God changes environ- 
ment by changing the heart. 


Prayer (James M. Gray, D.D., lead- 
ing): “Cleanse our hearts from all in- 
iguity. Comfort us in our trials to-day. 

trengthen us in every moment of temp- 
tation. Enlighten us in our perplexity. 
Keep us loving, hopeful, patent kind, 
and true, thus blessing all with whom 
we come in contact. Guide us in all our 
ways to do thy will.” 

Fri.—1 Chronicles 16 : 1-11. 
Sacrifice and Song. 

David’s order still holds good: First, 
liberality towards God (v. 1); second, 


‘| liberality towards man (v. 2) ; third, the 


spontaneous flow of song. Sacrificial 
substance-giving begets soulful praise- 
giving. Did you ever know a singing 
miser ? 

Prayer (The Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 
leading) :“What infinite grace Thou hast 
for all needy ones! Our souls adore and 
worship Thee forall thouart. Safeguard 
us from the attacks of. the evil one. Help 
us in our daily duties, whether these lie 
in our home or business.” 


Sat.—1 Chronicles 16 : 37-43. 
Ministering before the Ark. 
The ark in Zion, the rest:of: the -taber- 
nacle at Gibeon, made temporarily a 
“divided worship.” It was probably the 
best that David could do, although’ con- 
— and unsatisfactory} but © David 
earning (chap. r7)‘that’he must 


do things in God’s time as well as in 
’s way. ) 

Prayer (Mr. Philip E. Howerd lead- 
ing): “Every day is the record of thy 
tender mercy, thy providing care, thy pa- 
tient love. No need have we to put thy 
love to the test, for thou hast over- 
whelmed us with blessings beyond our 
most eager asking. Thou art in thyself 
promise and fulfilment.” 

Sun.—Psalm 24 
Ascending the Hill of the Lord. 

Christ alone fulfils the conditions of 

verses 3 to 5; and therefore. only those 











* 399. 


who in his person and merits are co- 
ascendants with him “into the hill of 
the Lord” in this dispensation will be 
co-rulers with him over the earth in the 
next, 


Prayer (Bishop Theodore S. Hender- 
son leading): “Many things we need this 
day. We ask for Thyself, and havin 
Thee we have all. Bless the home wit 
thy presence, and the sun shajl shine 
through the darkest clouds of the sky. 
‘Bless our hearts with thy love, and no 
burden will be too heavy for us to bear 
for thee,” 
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George Washington 
To whom the Bible was 

“* The pure and benign 

light of Revelation.” 


. Abraham Lincola 

** The Bible is the best 
book that God has given 
to man.”” 








Horace Greeley 


“The gy a of the 


Bible are ¢ ground- 
work of human free- 


dom 

D. L. Moody 
«The Bible is the only 
news-book in the world. 
The newspaper tells us 
what kas taken place’; 


this Book telis us what 
will take place.”” 





‘ rn 
Synthetic Bible Study —a fascinating study of g H 
the contents of the whole Bible, “really in a class g THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE ‘ 
by itself.”’ . ‘ 
Practical Christian Work —for soul winnersand § Dept. 573C, 153 Institute Place, Chicago, Ill. : 
workers in exceptional forms of Coietee > ig a g Send me your prospectus giving complete in- g 
Doc — i i ! . . . 
ann ie 8 formation regarding your eight courses in Cor- - 
Bible Chapter Summary —a unique method of : respondence Bible Study. e 
becoming acquainted with every chapter in the Bible. ‘ : 
Introductory Bible Course — true to its name. Nam 
Evangelism — nothing in modern evangelism over- : AME, es esevese soos eer-seees : 
jooked. 
~ 1 bject brought up #8 e 
—— Evidepess aeweer yee . P 7 Address eee eevee seeeeeesteeee & 
The Scofield Bible Correspondence Course — § ® 
scholarly, comprehensive, tested for a quarter ofa g ‘ s 
century,and already by ten thousand students. Bcrcrcrrteeeerecoece eeeeevueees OP 
aeeseeeeesereeeeseseseseen! 


querers or rulers! 


WE OFFER THESE EIGHT COURSES 
BY MAIL 


Builder of Successful Men” 


The World’s Greatest Characters Were Moulded 
by the World’s Greatest Book! 


The same-source of inspiration and guidance has been comnion to the 
truly great men ‘of history whether they were leaders, thinkers, con- 
Their lives were shaped by the World’s Greatest 


Book, the one book which points the way 
to lasting success and eternal life. And 
for every living person today the Bible 
is a guide book to the highest useful- 


* ness, Lo A pinay and contentment ! 


The Bible rewards you, as you study it, 
in a way that gives the knowledge and 
wisdom without which abiding satisfac- 
tion in life is never attained. Itis also 
an education in history and correct Eng- 
lish. It is an unparalleled revelation in 
biography, poetry and oratory. And it 
reveals the only way of salvation. . The 
study of the Bible is both fascinating 
and of the greatest personal importance. 
No matter what your occupation,you 
can study the Bible through the 


Moody Bible Institute's 


Correspondence Courses 


Don’t allow anything to cheat you ovt of your 
wonderful privilege of systematically studying 
the one Book which outweighs in value all other 
books in all the world. Dig in it asfor gold and 
you will secure.treasure of value and extent be- 
yond any calculation. 
You will find that as you proceed with your 
studies your life will be wondrously enriched and 
lessed; your latent intellectual powers will de- 
velop and expand; your stores of knowledge and 
wisdom increase; your vision and understanding 
gloriously broaden. 


More than ‘6,000 persons of some 40 oc- 
cupations and nearly all ages and na- 
tiondlities dre now stud ying one or more of 
the Institute’s Correspondence Coufséé. 


Letters of warmest appreciation are con- 
stantly received from students. For 
example : 


ba losing the last lesson . Asl 
{idmaphs coe ee tebe Ass 


** I have gained more real _knowled, the Bible and 
God in studying the one book. ‘ein of as r ae 
directs than I ever before gained from the whole Bible.” 


** Money could “not buy what I have gotten out of this 
course already. And to think that I haos taken Only the 
first section |” 


** I often mention in my ser that a C. nd 
Cums from the ‘Mood, Bible Institute has been” a> 
greater value to me than all my Bible and theo 
work in cullege.”” 


Bible trained workers are in great demand for Christ- 
jan. service at home and abroad. Whether in 
the home, church, school or business world, this 
training is of inestimabie value ! 


ENROLL NOW! ee ti be a personal pupil — 


, place and amount of 
study under your own control. Prices very low — 
courses not sold for profit. There is no better time 
to start than NOW. Send the coupon at once for 
Free Prospectus describing our eight courses in detail. 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Dept. 573 C, 153 Instit Pl., Chi 





go, Illinois. 








m=="MAIL THE COUPON TODAY""""% 



















Theodore Roosevelt 


“I appeal for a study of 
the thbie.”” ad 


Robert E. Lee 
‘“*The Bible has never 
failed ‘to give. me light 
and strength.” 





. 


Wm. E. Gladstone 
“The Holy Scriptures 
area bones eulide upon 
a Yock.”” 





J. Pierpont Morgan 
Who testified in his will 
to the atonement of 
Jesus Christ as man’s 
only way of salvation. 
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OPLE all over the United States to-day are thinking of vacations, — q 
and tens of thousands are thinking of the eS 


Wonderful New Jersey Beaches 


Nearly everybody going to the New Jersey resorts must pass through | i 
Philadelphia (with stop-over privilege). : 


A splendid opportunity to stop off, to see Independence Hall, and to | 
visit the 


Wanamaker Famous : 
August Sale of Furniture 


(Greatest in the World) 








This sale, in celebrity and service, has become a national institution. 
No matter where you live, it will pay you to~ bay your farnitare in-the Wanamaker August Sale. 


We send fumiture from these sales into many distant States of the Union, because home fumiMiers, far and 
near, find it the best sale to depend upon. 


We have sent furniture from them to the British Islands and to the Orient. 


Wanamaker Furniture Sales never fail to have the furniture that people want at the lowest prices consistent 
with reliability. 


This coming August Sale will be inaugurated by 


Three Days of Prelimimary Inspection 
July 28, 29 and 30 


All the furniture will be ready o& fly 28th, On that day or on cither,of the other two’ Selection Days, 
orders may be placed in advance, all to date from Monday, August 2nd. 


Stocks will be wonderful in vatiety and extent, and they will be of the best grade at each price. 


Price reductions will range from 10 to 50 per cent, savings averaging from 15 to 25 per cent. 
If possible, be here the first Gay of preliminary selection, Wednesday, July 26th. 


JOHN WANAMAKER .PHILADELPHIA 














